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U.S. curbs intelligence to Israel 

WASHINGTON (R) — The United States said <n Friday it had 
placed some finftatfons an the mteffiscace it gives Israel smoe the 
arrest c£U^.i?£!w analyst- JboasteFbfodoa charges of sdMog 
Matigtolgaa. StMif rypnrli^n SpOkCSBUBk Chettitx g^fmjro ' 
dedined to disdose details of what curbs had been imposed. "In 
llie : i » . - ^ of the ftflard cafe aol peml^ a dear 

assessment of she scope of die (security) fyw ip rnrayw^ ym*i rife- 1 
crete limitations were placed OH CTC haa gBS 

wW i brad" he said. “This was a in gjral awl pnidenC step,” -be 


to say how 
Defence 


of 


they would continue. Assistant 

Atmitage was quoted by the New Yak 

newspaper as saying a r esu mption of the normally dose int- 
eiSgowe rehufoos between the two cosine could not i» -ii 


of the Pollard case (See page 2). 
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Paris summit warns Libya 

PARIS (R) — French and African leaders on 
|~lhree~da ys of Morma Hatts-dommated-by in 

with host President Francois Mitterrand due to sum up the pro- 
ceedings at a closing news confer e nce. In a series of bilateral 
meetings before due final session of the 12th Franco- African 
summit, Mr. Mitterrand received President Andre KoKngba of 
the Central African Republic, where die French have mOitaiyi 
bases next door to Chad. French state television and the pro- 
govemment daily le Matin reported on Friday that French planes 
from the Central African Republic had resumed reconnaissance 
flights over southern Chad following repents that Libya had rec- 
ently built up its military strength m the north. Addressing his 
guests Mr. Mitterrand warned Libyan leader Mnammar Qadhafi 
agates jzy drive to the south. He also declared that France would 
never accept partition of Chad. 
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Bomb explodes 
in Jerusalem 

OCCUPIED . JERUSALEM 
(Agenda) — A small bomb exp- 
loded on Friday in WestJemsakm 
while being handled by remote- 
controlled equipment by the br- 

._t: ■ ul 1 1 i. 


squad, police sources said. There 
were no in jorics. the sources said. 
The bomb, ap p ar e nt ly planted by 
resistance activists, was dis- 
covered aboard an Israeli bos 
which then stopped and was eva- 
cuated by ite passengers, the sou- 
rces said. The device went off 
while it was being lifted from the 
bus. 

Renton visits 
Ashkefeon, Gaza 

TEL AVIV (R) —British Foreign 
Office Minister Timothy Renton 
began a four-day visit to Israel on 
Friday with trips to the Med- 
iterranean town of Ashkelco and 
the occupied Gaza Strip. Mr. Ren- 
ton, who arrived on Thursday 
from Lebanon and Syria, will meet 
Foreign Minister Yitzhak Shamir, 
Defence Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
and other leaders after the wee- 
kend. Mr. Renton, appointed rec- 
ently, is here to familiarise himself 
with the area. 

U.S. envoy, Beirut : 
offic i al discuss 
UN1FIL contribution 

BEIRUT (AP) - U.S. Amb- 
assador Reginald Bartholomew 
conveyed to the Foreign Mmk&y 
on Friday a Corneas decision to 
stop America’s $1 8-minion con- 
tribution to the United Nations 
httermz Force In Lebanon (UNI- 
FIL) The state radio 

quoted Mr. Bartholomew as say- 
ing after a meeting wtthLebanese 
'Foreign. Ministry Under- 
secretary Fuad Turk that Con- 
gress may st21 reconsider its dec- 
ision to suspend financial aid to 
toe 5,500-toan, nine-nation pea- 
cekeeping force. Mr. Thrk was 
reporte d to have told Mr. Bar- 
tholomew that Ms government 
was concerned that the con- 
gressional decision “has political 
implications as v 


Soviet navy chief 
meets MzaH, Arafat 

TUNIS (R) — A dmiral Vladimir 
Chemavm, the new commander 
of the Soviet navy, had talks with 
Tkwwdan prime Minister Moh- 
ammad Mzali on Friday, the off- 
icial TAP news agency said. Adm- 
iral Chemavin, whose soccession 
to veteran Sergei Gorshkov was. 
announced m Moscow two days 
ago, arrived on Tuesday and Mb' 
already seen Defence Minister 
Stoheddine Baly. He said be had 
■had lengthy <s« ™ an n « with Mr.* 
iNtationttesdUationin the Med- 
iterranean region and on bi l a te ra l 
issues, the agency reported. He 
also saw Palestine liberation 
Organisation (PLO) leader Yas- 
ser Arafat cm Friday. 

French delegation 
heads for Tehran 

PARIS (AP) — A four-member 
French parinunentaiy del egation; 
left on Friday for Iran to tiy to 
j improve relations between toe 
two countries and seek inf- 
ormation about four French hos- 
tages held in Lebanon and one 
.detained in Iran. The delegation is 
i wiH fry Jean-Marie Dafflet/ 
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King Hassan II urges 

formationof Palestinian 
government -in-exile 

PLO seriously considering proposal 


By Lamls K. Antoni 
Jordan notes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — King Hassan of Morocco has 
sent a letter to the Phlesttaie Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO) urging it to form a 
government-in-exile as “a prehde to the est- 
ablishment of a permanent Palestinian gov- 
ernment in the liberated occupied Arab ter- 
ritories,” a senior PLO official said here on 
Friday. 


The official, who asked not to 
be named, said PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat received toe letter 
more than three weeks ago and 
toe FLO leadership “seriously 
studied the issue (hiring its mee- 
tings m Baghdad Nov. 20-26 “ 
The official did not reveal whether 
tlte PLO leadership had replied to 
King Hassan or not but saxL “We 

a/tbe 

idea but we have not taken any: 
decision to that effect”* 
According to King Hasson's 
proposal toe govemment-in-esfte 
would lay the foundations for est- 
abhshmg toe executive and leg- 
islative branches for a Palestinian 
government. The letter inducted a 
suggestion that the FLO Exe- 
cutive Committee Chains in may 
be named bead of this gov- 
ernment. 

The Moroccan plan also eav- 
broader rol e for to e pre- • 


srot Palestine. National Council 
(PNC).” 1 toe official said but he 
did not dfedose details. It was also 
not dear whether the envisaged 
govemment-n-exfie as suggested 


to toe PLO or whether its mem- 
bers would be present PLO lea- 
ders. But well-informed Pal- 
estinian sources said that all pro-, 
vious similar Arab and foreign 
suggestions proposed toe for- 
mation of a government-jcn-exSe 
alongside toe PLO. 

The PLO official, however, said 
that the PLO leadership was not 
against toe prindple of forming a 
govcrnment-ht-dale but that it 
woold only take such a step “at the 
ap propriate time"' 

He said toe appropri a te txme 
would be “a step or few steps bef- 
ore toe actual Bbe ration of toe 
ter ri to ri es." : 

PLO Executive Com- 
mittee is amhoriseri jo announce 


PNC for approval when it finds 
that such a move is necessary ” he 

said. 

The Moroccan proposal was not 
toe first of its kind and was pre- 
ceded by many similar ones. But 
pediaps the most famous of these 
proposals were that made by Lib- 
yan leader Colonel Mnammar 
Qadhafi in 1975 when he sug- 
gested that the PLO announces 
the formatio n of a Tripoli-based 
and financed Palestinian 
vermneto-m-carile and another 
the late Egyptian President 
Anwar Sadat in 1976 and 1977. 

Although toe issue of forming a 
government-m-erile has not sur- 
faced as a major controversial 
issue in the Palestinian arena there 
definitely are dear opinions on its 
pros and cons which are discussed 
by PLO leaders and other Pal- 
estinians. 

In general, there seems to be a 
consensus that toe formation of a 
government-hirexile is almost an 

inevitability at a later stage in the 

FLO'S struggle to restore toe usu- 
rped Palestinian territories. Pal- 
estinian leaden cite toe exp- 
eriences of other national lib- 
eration movements, particularly 
tile Algerian National liberation 
Front, winch took such a step 
immediately before stal l in g final 
negotiations with the occupation 
powers they were struggling aga- 
inst. 

(C uMih i ro d m page 3) 


West Bank delegation to urge 
Arafat to accept 242 and 338 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter •- 

AMMAN — A delegation '‘***st 
Bank leaders is expected «, 
in Amman on Monday to appeal 
to Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat to accept two key United 
Nations resolutions, well- 
informed sources said Friday. 

The delegation w 01 include 
former Gaza Mayor Rashad A1 
Shawa, .Conner Hebron Mayor 
Mustafa A1 Natshe, editor of the 
Jerusalem-based A1 Fajr new- 
spaper Hanna Seniora and the 
publisher of AJ Shaab newspaper 
in Jerusalem, the sources said. 

Mr. Natshe told Israel Radio in 
an interview on Thursday that he 
was travelling to Amman to talk to 
Mr. Arafat about accepting UN. 
Resolutions 242 and 3 38 on con- 
dition that the PLO is a 2w>-c- to 
represent the Palestinians in an 
international peace conference. 

• Palestinian sources said here* 
Friday that Mr. Arafat was not- 
expected to be here before next 
week since he is scheduled to chair 
a meeting of the Fateh Rev- 
olutionary Council in Tunis on 


Saturday and Sunday. 

AI Shaab publisher Mahmoud 
'Abu Zalaf confirmed on Thursday 
that he and 13 other leaders pla- 
r-ed *..* tn»- :! to Amman on 
Monday to meet Mr. Arafat. 

“We will ask Chairman Arafat 
for his views. If he does not give us 
an overriding. reason why be can- 
not do it, we will ask him to state 
that he accepts Resolutions 242 
and 338 in exchange for par- 
ticipation in Middle East peace 
talks Mr. Abu Zalaf told Reuter. 

Mr. Abu Zalaf said their acc- 
eptance would open the way for 
the PLCs participation in all dip- 
lomatic moves in the area. 

The group must gain permission 
from the Israeli occupation ant-' 
borides to meet Mr. Arafat in the 
East Bank, be said. 

Newly-appointed Nablus 
Mayor Zafer Masri, former Jer- 
usalem Governor Anwar Khatib, 
Thlk£uc.ii Mayor Hiked Hanoun, 
Gaza lawyer Fayez Abu Rabme 
and Nablus dvic leaders Hilcma t 
Masri and Basel Kanaan are also 
expected to be included in the del- 


< Continued on page 3) 


Cuban diplomat held 
after Madrid kidnap bid 

MADRID (R) — A Cuban vice- to say whether any diplomatic act- 
oonsul, two embassy derks and a 
Cuban professor were arrested on 


ion would be taken immediatel y. 

Caban diplomats at the emb- 
assy here were not available for 
comment 



identified 
Cuban Vice- 
Angel Alberto Leon Cer- 
vantes and said he was carrying a 

She said the three other det- 
ainees were Abeiardo Lopez Her- 
nandez and Ramon Barreto Cha- 
vez, both Cuban embassy dedcs, 
and Ventura Ventura Tbrrientes, 
a Cuban professor. 

Lopez Hernandez was also car- 
xying a gun when the four were 
arrested, she told Reuters. 

The spokeswoman identified . 
tin* gtfle ttc-Mimnri Antonin San- 
cbez feez, 50, apolitical rc&gee, 

FoHce said eatoer tile four men 
tyfe d to b nwdlg Sandia iiHin their 
car as he was feavhQ a bank in' 
central Madrid, but he resisted 
untfi a police patrol car arrived. ; 

A Foreign bSkastry spokesman 
told Reuters the government was 
studying the matter but deemed. 


Witnesses toki reporters the 
exile, who carried a briefcase, told 
them: “I cany very i mp ort ant 
docmnents. I don’t care about the 
money"' 

They said three of toe men 
managed to wrestle bun into a car, 
but some 30 passers-by sur- 
rounded the vehicle and a taxi dri- 
ver blocked its path until police 
arrived and arrested the foremen. 

Cuban dole sources said San- 
chez Plerez was a defector from the 
Cuban secret service, G-2. 

They said he was not registered 
with either of tile two relief age- 
ncies handfing Cuban refugees in 
Spam. 

But tiie city gov ernment spo- 
keswoman, questioned on the 
report,ttdd Reuters they could say 
only that Sanchez was a highly 
qualified tedurioan who had been 


spo-. 



U.N. repeats 
call for 
Mideast 
conference 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
UJ*J. General Assembly repeated 
on Thursday its call for an int- 
ernational peace conference on 
die Middle East despite the opp- 
osition of Israel, the United States 
and Canada. 

The world body expressed reg- 
ret at the “continued'negative res- 
ponse" and lack of wflfiogness to 
reconsider their position towards 
the conference by toe Americans 
and Israelis. 

The vote was 107 to three with 
41 members abstaining. 

In its resolution, the assembly 
stressed “toe urgent need for add- 
itional constructive efforts b) f 
government ia order to convene 
the conference without further 
delay and for the achievement of 
.its peaceful objectives.”" 

Three otter resolutions under 
the agenda item “Question of Pal- 
estine”' that aimed at focusing 


world attention on the problem 
were adopted by substantial maj- 
orities. 

For the United States, which 
opposed all fore texts, Herbert 
Okun described: the proposals as 
'"unbalanced, unfair and unp- 
romising.”" • 

Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel 
contended that the one sure way 
.to peace was through direct neg- 
otiations and the proposal for an 
international conference was 
''unbalanced and very extreme. 
Such a conference would be a 
“propaganda forum’ v and the res- 
olution was merely a beginning of 
that, he said. 

- In separate voting on individual 
of the first resolution, 
countries favoured the exp- 
ressfon of regret at tte Israelis and 
■Americans, 22 opposed and 38 
abstained. 

A motion of condemnation by 
the Palestine liberation Org- 
anisation of all acts of terrorism, 
“whether committed by states or 
individuals,” was approved by 79 
votes to 33 with 32 abstentions in 
a separate vote. ' 

. By 111 votes to six with 29 abs~ 
■tentinns, the assembly approved a 
pa ragra ph r eaffir mi ng its end- 
orsement of tiie call for an int- 
ernational con fere nce. It adopted 
by 89 'votes to 22 with 33 abs- 
tentions a call on toe U.S. and Isr- 
ael to reconsider their positions. 


Chinese 

foreign 

minister 

arrives 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Chinese For- 
eign Minister Wu Xueqian arrived 
in Amman on Friday at the head 
of a Chinese delegation on a 
four-day nffiriai visit to Jordan, 
during which be is expected to be 
received by Ifis Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan and Prime 
Minister Zaid Al RifaL 

Mr. Wu, who arrived here from 
Iraq, will bold tails on bilateral 
relations and issues of mutual con- 
cern with Fbcneign Minister Taber 
Al Masri, Minster of Planning 
Abdullah Al Nsour, Minis ter of 

Minister of Ene- 
rgy and Mineral Resources ffis- 
ham Al Khatib, tiie Jordanian. 
News Agency, Petra, said. 

. The Chinese minis ter will also 
meet with Armed Forces 
Conimander-tn-Chief General 
Sharff Zaid Ibn Shaker and wffl 
visit a number of archaeological 
and historical sites in Jordan. The 
Chinese minister’s visit to Jordan 
comes in response to an invitation 
by Mr. Masri. 

In a statement to Petra, the 
Chinese minister praised 
Jo rdania n- Chines e relations 
expressed hope that his first-ever 
visit to Jordan wiD resultm further 
strengthening bilateral relations in 
afi fields. 

Mr. Wn and the delegation acc- 
ompanying him were received 
upon arrival by Mr. Masri. 

One of the officials acc- 
ompanying Mr. Wu said in Bag- 
hdad natter' ori Friday China 
wantsto play an active role to help 
find a peaceful solution to tiie 
five-year-tod Iran-Iraq war. 

Zbu Yiog Lu, d irector of West 
Asian and North African affairs at 
'the Chinese Foreign Ministiy, told 
Renters that Peking, which has 
diplomatic ties with both sides, 
would exert every effort to end the 
conflict. 






Chinese Foreign Minister Wu Xneqfem (second from left), who arr- 
ived fa Amman on a foor-eby vWt, is received upon arrival by FtardlEP 
Minister Taker Al Masri (third from left) and senior officials on 
IHdqy (Mra photo) 

Joint team leaves for Oman to 
discuss steadfastness fund 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A delegation 
representing tnc Jordanian Pal- 
estinian joint enrnrnitteg for sup- 
porting toe steadfastness of Arab 
inhabitants under Israeli rale Fri- 
day left for Oman to hold talks on 
ways to bolster support and bac- 
king for the steadfastness of the 
Arab population in tile occupied 
Arab territories. 

The delegation groups Minister 
to Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
Abdto Aze Al Khayyat and Min- 
ister to Occupied Territories Aff- 
airs Taber Kana'an from Jordan, 
and Mohammad Nfilhem and Dr. 
Fuad Bseiso from the Palestine 
Liberation Org a n i sation (PLO). 

Dr. Kana’an told the Jordan 
Times that during tiie two-day 
meeting the delegation will dacoss 
tiie deterioratsag situation in tiie 
occupied territories and Israels 
designs to evict the local Arab 
popnlaticm and to set up more 
Zionist settlements. Tne del- 
egation is also expected to present 
a detailed report mi a special fond 
for supporting the steadfastness of 
the Palestiman people in imp- 
lementation to tiie Baghdad Arab 
summit resolutions. 

On Thursday, the chairman to 
the Palestine National Fund, Jaw- 
eed AI Gfausain, denied Western 


newspaper reports that the PLO 
had property and cash worth $5 
bfllkm. 

Reports in the Times of London 
and New York Times this week, 
claimed FLO holdings included 
banks and companies in the Arab 
World and farms in Africa. 

“As tiie chairman to the Pal- 
estine National Fund which con- 
trols all the financial activities to 
tiie PLO I wish to tell you that 
these reports are baseless and wit- 
hout foundation and contributions 
coming from Arab countries and 
tiie liberation fee (paid by Pal- 
estinians working overseas) are 
not meeting our needs,” Mr.Ghu- 
sian tolda news conference in Abu 
Dhabi. 

Mr. Gimsain, who is also a 
inember to the PLO Executive 
Cbmmittee, said tiie PLCXs annual 
revenue went into two mam cha- 
nnels. 

“The first $100 million go to the 
joint Palestinian-Jordaman com- 
mittee to support Palestinian peo- 
ple inside occupied territories and 
tiie next 250 million go to the PLO 
and its institutions sudi as tiie Red 
Crescent, families in need and 
urgent expenditures for Pal- 
estinians in Lebanon who are est- 
imated at 500,000,” he said. 


Prince 
returns 
after visit 
to Gulf 
warfront 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
returned to Amman on Thursday 
at the end to a three-day visit to 
Iraq during which he met with 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
and senior fraqi leaders. 

The Crown Prince also visited 
the Iran-Iraq warfront where F ? 
was briefed on preparations by ti . - 
Iraqi armed forces to rqpel Iranian 
aggression. He also met with army 
officers at the front lmes who bri- 
efed him on the situation along the 
front. 

Earlier on Thursday, Prince 
Hassan visited a memorial for the 
unknown soldier where he placed 
a wreath in honour of Iraqi mar- 
tyrs. Later, he visited a nnKtary 
museum where he viewed dis- 


used by the Iraqi armed 
since its establishment and sam- 
ples to arms captured in tiie Gulf 
war. 

Prince Hassan also called at the 
Iraqi Mflitaiy Academy where he 
met with Mr. tea t Ibrahim, vice 
chairman to the Iraqi Rev- 
olutionary Command Council and 
delivered a lecture at tiie military 
academy on security in the Red 
Sea and Arabian Gulf zones. 

Prince Hassan was greeted 
upon returning to Amman by 
Prime Minister Zaid Al Rifat, 
Royal Court Chief Marwan Al 
Qasem, Court Minister Adrian 
Abu Odeh and other senior off- 
icials. 

Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Education Abdul 

(Cor tfcwrl on page 3) 

(Photo oa page 3) 


More Palestinian detainees end 
West Bank hunger-strike 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
f Agencies) — Several hundred - 


in Israeli jails 
have called off a hunger strike. 


tingatJenmmiscmmtteocciqiied 
West Bank, Israeli and Palestinian 
sources told Reuter. 

Tte prisoners accepted an offer 
to talks with prisons rommissioner 

Palestinian sourra said^ 1,500 
prisoners took part in the protest, 
which began eight days ago. 

The strike was oyervi 2 *. _ice by 
guards, overcrowding and poor 
food. 

Two Palestinians held 

Israeli nrihtaiy officials said on 
Thursday they had charged two 
Palestinians with involvement in 
what they described as a Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (FLO) 
plot to kidnap Jerusalem's Israeli 
mayor, Teddy KoQek. 

The charges against the two 
Palestinians, who will be tried in a 
military court, said they were rec- 


ruited by the FLO and ordered to 
collect information about Kollek 
to prepare tiie kidnapping. 

ft named tiie two as Amar Ahud 
Hasm Abu KaJdeen, 25, and Faez 
Daoud Karoun, 26, both from 
Jerusalem. 

The plotters hoped to hold Kol- 
lek to seek the release to Pal- 
estinians serving a life sentence in 
an Israeli prison for resistance act- 
ivities, according to the 

According to the charge 
released by tiie court an Wed- 
nesday, Abu Kaldeen monitored 
KoIIek'S movements. He was 
given hand grenades and other 
weapons which were to have been 
used in the abduction, said an Isr- 
aeli spokesman. 

Other military sources who 
spoke on condition to anonymity 
confirm ed the report in the daily 
Hadashot that the two planned to 
demand the release to a Pal- 
estinian sentenced to life imp- 
risonment by the Israeli occ- 
upation authorities. The new- 



Fresh fighting erupts 
along Beirut green line 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Shells 
crashed either side to Beirut’s 
“green ime ,, 'bn Friday, in the hea- 
viest fighting along the mam Leb- 
anese dvil war battiefront for sev- 
eral weeks, security sources said. 

Mortar, anti-tank grenades and 
heavy machine gun battles int- 
ermittently closed one to two' 
roads linking the mostly Christian 
east and Muslim dominated west, 
and sources quoted by Reuter said 
five people were killed and several 
injured. 

Other parts of the city were 
quiet. Th ~ 10-year-old green tine 
is not covered by a Syrian-backed 
security plan that took effect in 
west Beirut two days ago in a fresh 
bid to end militia anarchy in th>. 
capital’s western sector. 

The Voice, to the Homeland 
radio said tankswere in action in a 
central sector to the front. It did 
not give details and there was no 
independent confirmation of the 
report. 

Police reported that two cea- 
sefires were shattered on Friday as 
a security committee representing 
the Lebanese army and the three 


main militias tried to quell the 
green line fighting. 

Several residential districts on 
both sides of the five-kflometre 
demarcation line were hit, police 
added. 

Radios warned motorists and 
civilians to dear the streets as the 
tanks and mortar barrages hit the 
Tayyouneh and Galerie Semaan 
districts. 

Sporactic artillery clashes were 
also reported in the hills east of the 
capital between gunners of the 
Progressive Socialist Party and 
units to the army loyal to Pre- 
sident Amin Gemayel. 

The flare-up coincided with 
renewed efforts by Syria to rea- 
ctivate negotiations among Leb- 
anon’s three most po w er f u l mil- 
itias to end the detade-old dvil 
war. 

Senior delegates to the Leb- 
anese Forces, the mainly Christian 
mifitiw, held leng thy talks in Dam- 
ascus on Thursday with Vice- 
President Abdul Halim Khaddam, 
Syria’s top expert on Lebanese 
affairs. 


Canada does not rule out sabotage in 
DC-8 crash that killed 248 U.S. soldiers 


GANDER, Newfoundland (Ago-, 
odes) — Qmadimi aviation aut- 
horities refused on Friday to rule 
out sabotage m tiie crash to a 
DC-8 that ploughed mto a wood 
shortly after take-off from Gan- 
der, kiting all 248 U.S. soldiers 
and tight crenvmembers cm board. 

‘'Nothing has been ruled out, 
we are investigating eveiy angle at 


this point,” 7 said 
titieo, a spokeswoman for the 
fimadian aviation safety board 
which is ooorii n atmg the inv- 
itun into Thursday’s crash. . 


statement at a news con- 
ference at Gander airport came 
after an anonymous caller to an 
internation al news agency m Bti- 
rut dahned that the crash was cau- 
sed by a brato) set by the Islamic 
And group. 

“The charge was intended to 


explode when the plane landed in 
the United States, but tiie delay at 
the plantiS stopover at a mflitaiy 
air base in Germany caused the 
explosion at a Canadian airport," 
die caller said. 

“We have proved our ability to 
strike at the Americans any- 
where,” - the anonymous caller 
said. He added that tiie 
was carried out in 
with the “Arab 

odatkm,” J only 
for attacks on 
Lebanon. 

“Everything that comes up in. 
the investigation win be taken into 
. account, “ said Ms. Beaulieu, 
when asked whether the board 
was taking seriously the claim by 
Jihad. 

Another groiq>, the Egypt Lib- 
eration Organisation, also 


that it blew im the airliner. “We 
are responsible for the explosion 
to tiie plane with the American 
soldiers,” an3 anonymous caller 
told an Italian news agency in 
Rome. 

On Thursday, a UJS. Defence 
Department investigator said 

they had found no evidence to 
in the crash. 

In wadungtrm. White House 
ikesman Laity Speakes and 
Weir 

nbexger both said there was no 
reason to suspect sabotage. 

Scores to searchers returned on 
Friday to the snow-covered bills 
where the DC8 crashed and i 
bded, seeking the cause to 



The four-engfoe jet crashed 


Atlantic coast. Aboard were' tro- 
ops to the 101st Airborne Div- 
ision, re t u rning home after a six- 
month tour of duty with the mnl- 
ti na tfc ma l pe ac ekeepaig force in 

Tne plane’s ffi^t rodders and 
the bodies to half to the victims 
were recovered by late Thursday. 

Ms. Beaulieu said 32 rep- 
resentatives of the U.S. mflitaiy 
were on hand to observe the sea- 
rch effort at the crash she in spa- 
rsely wooded, snow-blanketed 
hills about 400 metres from Gan- 
der international airport Rep- 
orters were kept away from the 
site. 

The DC-8 Sight had originated 
in Cairo and made a refuelling 
stop at Cologne, West Germany, 
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PLO redeploys forces 
to rebuild military muscle 


TUNIS (R) — The Palestine liberation Org- 
• anisation (PLO) is redeploying forces from its Tonis 
headquarters to Baghdad and other Arab capitals in 
a new strategy aimed at rebuilding its military mus- 
cle, Palestinian sources say. 


PLO staff have joined its mil- 
itary wing, the Palestine Lib- 
eration Army, and left fat the 
Iraqi capital with their families in 
the past three weeks in a move 
involving 250 to 300 people, the 
sources say. 

Iraq has agreed to pay for mil- 
itary training in Baghdad, which is 
b^'xjnu. " ~w»ior PLO base, and 
js ’estinians in this 

sense as units _i its army, they add. 

The PLO leadership and the 
core of its main departments will 
stay in Tunis, but many sections 
are being cut back by between 50 
and as much as 75 per cent. 

Other staff are to be moved to 
Jordan, Algeria, the PLO's mil- 
itary headquarters in North 
Yemen, and to Sudan, according 
'to the sources. 

The objective is to step up mil- 
itary preparedness for operations 
against Israel in the occupied ter- 
ritories of the West Bank and 
Gaza, the sources say. 

Senior PLO officials stress the 
decision to move personnel was 
taken before Israel bombed the 
PLO headquarters in Tunis on 
Oct. 1. 

They add that the cause of the 
move was not Tunisia’s reaction to 
the event. Diplomatic sources say 
President Habib Bourguiba ser- 
iously considered reducing the 
PLO presence in Tunis following 
the Israeli raid, m which T unisians 
also died. But public government 
statements have firmly supported 
the PLO presence. 

The number of Palestinians lea- 
ving- Tunis, where PLO chief Yas- 
ser Arafat moved his hea- 


allow the entry of families of PLO 


Iran indicates slow-down in 
preparations for offensive 

BAHRAIN (AP) — The Iranian man troop emplacements 
leadership on Friday indicated it Iran was reported to be : 

would slow down its preparations an estimated 500,000 tr 
for die expected major offensive preparation for a major 
into Iraqi territory, as Iraq said its- offensive into central ai 
bombers dealt “strong and dea- them Iraqi territory. Iraqi 
■dly”' blows to Iran’s strategic confirmed this, vowing to 
Kharg Island oil terminal in foe Iran’s military spine’’ and 
northeastern sector of the Gulf. expected onslaught into ; 

An Iraqi military spokesman,- isive .defeat.” : 1 .. 
told Baghdad Radio that Iraqi jet But Mr.' Rafsanjani ijjsis 

fighters also raided a “large mar- foe war will ‘-‘be pursued tn 
itime target” off the Iranian coast- victory. Or until foe Ira 
■ He reiterated foe Iraqi high : eminent is remo ved,” : __ 
command's threat to **step up foe His sermon was widi 

raids”" on Iran's economic veins erpreted here as a limite 
until foe Tehran r egime of Aya- offer, to allow the Gulf A 
tollab Rnhollah Khomeini acc- ^ to define a collectrvp n 
rated a negotiated end to foe Iraqi Defence Minister 
fore-year-old Gulf war. Kbairallah earlier in the wt 


five-year-old Gulf war. 

In Tehran, Parliament Speaker 
Hashemi Rafsanjani told foe Fri- 
day congregational prayer that 
Iran was ready to “hold off foe' 
crucial offensive’' if Iraq desisted 
from “committing further crimes 
agains f US.” * 

■ % 

Mr. Rafsanjani, who doubles as 
Ayatollah Khomeinis personal - 
representative on foe supreme 
defence council, was obviously 
alluding to Iraq’s almost daity 
raids on Kharg and frontline Ira-" 


man troop emplacements. 

Iran was reported to be massing 
an estimated 500,000 troops in 
preparation for a major ground 
offensive into central and sou- 
thern Iraqi territory. Iraqi officials 
confirmed this, vowing to “break 
Ban’s military spine” and turn foe 
expected onslaught into a “dec- 
isive .defeat.” : 1 
But M^.'Ra&anjam jasuted that 
foe war will ‘■‘be pursued on til final, 
victory, ' Or until foe Iraqi gov- 
ernment is remo ved.” : 

His sermon was widely int- 
erpreted here as a limited truce- 
offer, to allow the Gulf Arab sta- 
tes to define a coUectrvp new sta-, 
Iraqi Defence Minister Adnan 
Kbairallah earlier in foe week told 
reporters that foe raids on the 
terminal were designed to "min- 
imise Iran's chances of reparing 
foe damage already inflicted on 
Kharg.” He said foe raiding planes 
were“destroying what has already 
been repaired and blow up wha- 
tever installations that are still int- 
act”', on foe island. • 
nee on foe conflict. 

Friday’s Iraqi attack was the 
Z2nd raid since mid-August on 
Kharg, which accounts for 90 per 
cent of Iran's exports of crude oil. 


dquarters from Beirut in 1982 fol-' 
lowing foe Israeli invasion of Leb- 
anon, has nevertheless increased 
since then. 

It is foe second wave of dep- 
artures this year. The Feb. ll 
Jordanian-FLO Middle East acc- 
ord sparked a migration of hun- 
dreds of Palestinians from Tunis 
to Amman, foe Palestinian sou- 
rces say. 

Although some personnel from 
foe Palestinian News Agency 
WAFA have left Tunis and its dis- 
tribution to foreign media here 
has become irregular in foe past 
two weeks, there is no question of 
it closing down here, the sources 
add. 

The Political Department under 
PLO “Foreign Minister” Farouk 
Kaddoumi is also to stay, as are 
foe headquarters of foe 10-man 
Executive Committee, foe PLO’s 
“inner cabinet”' headed by Mr. 
Arafat. 

The bulk of those who have 
been moved during the year are 
from popular mass organisations 
such as Palestinian workers,- 
women and students, as well as the 
Palestine Martyr'S Works Society 
(Sained), foe sources say. 

The size of foe PLO’s security 
corps has also been cut as has Mr. 
Arafat’s headquarters staff. 

The sources said a significant 
factor in foe re-evaluation of the 
PLO’s presence in Tunis was the 
problem of Palestinian une- 
mployed, whose potential was 
being wasted with nothing to do 
far from the homeland they claim. 


personnel, the PLO saw this as an 
ideal opportunity, foe sources 
<pirf 

“We are trying to rebuild our 
organisation, tighten discipline 
and regroup our resources,” said 
one PLO official, who asked not to 
be named. 

Unemployed Palestinians were 
a potential security risk as it was 
diffic ult to keep track of ind- 
ividuals. To illustrate this, another 
official pointed out that a number 
of those killed in foe bombing of 
foe FLO headquarters were never 
identified. 

The Pales tinian sources said 
staff at the Tunis offices of the 
Palestine Liberation Front (PLF) 
of Mohammad Abbas, who Was- 
hingtem accuses trfmasternrindiQg 

foe hijacking of the AdnDe Laura 
cruise liner, have been reduced. 

A pno-PLF weekly niagw., 
Al Umq (horizon), dosed its cen- 
tral T\ms office two months ago to 
continue publishing in Cyprus, 
former editorial staff said. 

Western diplomats point out 
that Tunisia offers some adv- 
antages for foe PLO as a base bee- , 
ause of foe country’s relatively 
good communications. 

It also offers freedom of pol- 
itical, action, despite the problem 
of geographical distance from the 
Israeli-occupied territories, they 
say. 

Baghdad, which is offering the 
FLO a camp to the south of the 
jcapital, is on foe other hand 1 
locked in a long-running war with 
Iran and this poses problems of 
communications and travel, they 
say. 

Although the PLO would like it, 
Cairo is apparently politically too 
sensitive tor a si gnific ant presence 
because of continued Arab hos- 
tility to Egypt’s 1979 peace treaty 
with Israel, they add. 


FBI blames 
pro-Israel 

group for 

terrorism 

WASHINGTON — Wiliam H. 
Webster, Director of foe Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI), has 
said Tuesday that Arab- 
Americans had entered a “zone, of 
danger'' -and were targets of vio- 
lence by a group seeking to harnj 
“enemies of Israel.”' 

ISA 1 . Webster said that die FBI 
had found links among a series of 
recent attacks on Arab- 
Americans, although be did not 
provide a detailed description of 
the group purportedly behind the 
incidents. 

*T think I can say that Arab ind- 
ividuals or those supporting of 
Arab points of view have come 
within foe zone of danger — tar- 

idenrfied andbroug^t to justice” 
be said in a question-and-aoswer 
session with reporters at the Nat- 
ional Press Gub. 

Militant Jewish organisations 
have come under suspicion in five 
terrorist attacks this year, inc- 
luding two bombings erf Arab- 
Amencan groups. 


Kidnapped 
American 
reportedly 
died in Iran 


WASHINGTON (R) - WfiUam 
Buckley, one of six Americans 
kidnapped in Lebanon by Muslim 
extremists, died in a Tehran hos- 
pital eight months ago from a 
heart attack brought on by tor- 
ture, investigative journalist Jack 
Anderson said in a syndicated col- 
umn. 

The report based on interviews 
with intelligence sources, said Mr. 
Buckley, who was officially listed 
as a political officer in foe UJS. 
embassy in Beirut, was in fact CIA 
station chief in the Lebanese cap- 
ital when he was seized on March 
16, 1984. 

The column, printed in the 
Washington Post and dozens of 
other UJS. newspapers, said the 
State Department’s official pos- 
ition on Buckley is that “we ass- 
ume that be is auve and have been 
operating on that principle.” .- 

However, Anderson said CtA- 
information confirms that Buc- 
kley, 57, is dead and that he died 
•'in a hospital in Iran 13 months 
'after he was kidnapped in Beirut.. 

Two months ago his captors, 
members of the extremist Sfafite 
Muslim Party of God or Hez-- 
bollah, claimed to have murdered 
Buckley and attempted to have his 
body exchanged for 100 Pal- 
estinian prisoners in Israel. 

In fact, Anderson said, Buckley 
has already been dead six months 
when the Islamic Jihad org- 
anisation — closely allied to - the 
Party of God — released a pho- 
tograph of a body purporting to be 

■that of Buckley. 

Meanwhile Terry Waite’s office 
in London said Thursday die Bri- 
tish church envoy will return to 
Beirut within foe next two weeks 
in a new bid to win freedom for 
four Americans kidnapped in 
Lebanon. 

Mr. Waite, who visited Leb- 
anon and foe United States last 
month, would fly to Beirut before 
Christmas but had not settled a 
date yet, a spokeswoman said. 

His office said Wednesday he 
would return this week but on 
Thursday said: “Mr Waite is eng- 
aged in a series c£ talks relating to 
his mission in Beirut.’'' 


U.N. renews 
mandate of 
CyprusTorce 

UNTIED NATIONS (R) -The 
Security Cornual has unanimously 
approved another six-month ext- • 
elision of the mandate of the 
2300-man UJN. peace-keeping 
force in Cyprus (UNFICYP). 

The new mandate expires on 
June 15, 1986. 

UNFICYP has been stationed 
on the Mediterranean island since. 
1964 to he(p kee P the peace bet- 
ween its ethnic Greek ami Turkish 
communities. 

It consists at present of troops 
and a small number of civilian pol- 
ice from eight countries: Aus- 
tralia, Austria, Britain, Canada, 
Denmark, Finland, Ireland and 
Sweden. 


Larnaca gunmen 

NICOSIA (Agencies) — Three anisation (PLO) in reta&atian six 
gunmen were found guilty Frklay days later, lriUmg more than 60 
of killing three Israelis at Larnaca people, 
marina in September and the Nrc- " Knafifa admitted j 
osia Court sentenced them to life Paltruz as she tried 


mpnson. 

“Since foe abolition of the 
death penalty, the law provides 
only one setence. The acoised are 
sentenced to life imprisonment on 
each of the three counts of pre- 
meditated murder”' Court Pre- 
sident John Foyiadjcs said. 

Khaled Abdul Al Khatib, 28, 
Abdol Hakim Saado Al Khalifa, 
29, and Briton Ian Michael Dav- 
ison, 27, broke into smiles and. 
yhyffod after being told they eac h 
would serve up to 20 years m jail. 


halved for good behaviour. 

The three admitted killing foe 
Israelis aboard the yacht “first” 1 in 
T Harhnar, and the defe n ce 
said they had acted exit of moral 
duty to the Palestinian cause. 

Defence Counsel Haris Sol- 
omindes said there had been rea- 
sonable evidence foe Israelis were 
. intelligence agents responsible for 
the capture of Palestinian com- 
mandos by the Israeli Navy. 

Israel raid the two men and a 
woman shot ou the yacht on Sept. 
25 were innocent tourists and 
bombed the Tunis headquarters of 

the Palestine liberation Org- 


' Kha Ta admitted kiffing Esther 
Paltruz as die tried to escape foe 
attack cm the yacht Davison said 
he shot Abraham Avnery and 
^Chatib 1 said he shot Esther’s has- . 
b&ad Reuben Paltruz. . 

The two Israeli men were held 
hostage for nine brans before the 
gunmen kilted them and SOT-, 
rendered to police. 

The force spoke from the dock- 
after being found guilty. Khatib 
said: t *Wfe promise foe P ale s tinian. ' 
heroes that we will condone foe 
struggle” 

Khalifa said: “We ask for jus-1 
tioe because our cause is a just 
one. I don’t think I have to give ’ 
proof of our cause as you have a 
■ simil ar situation here. Israel has 
our lands and the Turks have 
yours” — a reference to Turkish 
troops stationed in the north of 
divided Cyprus. 

Davison, speaking in Arabic, 
said everyone most fight for Pal- 
estinian rights. “If I am con- 
demned for 100 years, I don’t 
care. My freedom is in my heart 
and my conscience,” he said. 

All three ended with the Pal- 
estinian slogan “Revolution TUI 
Victory.” 

The Palestinians repeated for-- 


ough i nterpreters statements 
made in court that the three IsraeE 
victims were intcDigcnce agents 
responsible for foe capture of 
sea-bonie commandos Whose refc- ■ 


but extrem&m.”' He added. 

. JQuriifa bore* tattoo oohffi left 
(Zrtn saying in Arabic “My fife is 


tiie yacht siege. ' ” . ■ 

■ Davison raid in ins nor them. 

English accent that they had been 
expecting tiie sentence since the 
day of the attack on the “first”; 
Asked if he expecteda rescue att- . 
empt, Davison said: “We'll see 
witat happens. I (ton’ t expect any- 


He said fife in Nicosia prison 

was “pretty laid bade, hs the Ame- 
ricans say. We have a chance to 
walk, read, think”' 

Asked if he had any regrets, 
Davison said: “No, none at all. I 
, would do it again.” He said he had 
no remorse for the force Israelis 
when asked if foe kSHngswere not 
cold-blooded.. 

‘"What do you call cold blood. 
You know they’ve been kfifing 


thinks about it.”" - - - 

“The sentence doesn’t matter, 
what matters for us is that we have 
done our duly to foe Palestinian 
cause” declared Khaltfa. 

“We stretch oar hands to the 
Jews tffoey warn peaces but if they 
don’t want peace then it is either 
us or them. If the door is closed fo 
our faces, there remains nothing 


Khatib repeated Davison's sta- 
tement that his cantina ce was 
free even if he bad to spent “100 
years iajafi.” ' 

Khatib raid one of the dead I^r- 
adfewas a seni o r member of Mos- 
sad, the Israeli react service, and. 
that he was responsible for tC_ - . 
morderof Ali Hassao Salama, 
(foief(rfPalestiQiaQintelligeiK»in* 
Beirut in 1978. •- 

Salama was generally believed 
to have masttarmmded the Pal- 
estinian commando attack aga- 
instfoelsradfiafotetcsattitoMan- 
kh O lymp ics in 1972. 

In a summation last Saturday at . 
the end of the six-day trial, def- 
ence lawyer Haris Sotomonides 
said the three admitted the sla- 
gangs but“considcr their acts to be 
lacking in moral gn3t... and that 
they committed these acts as a 
moral duty imposed on them by a 
moral command dictated by their^- 
Palestinian people” 

The prosecutor, Michael Kyp- 
rianon, argued that the motive 
should not bte considered under 
Cypriot law. A so-called moral 
motive does not make them “any 
less gufity in foe eyes of the law,” 
he said. 


U.S. continues spy probe in Israel Israeli 


TEL AVIV (AP) — U.S. inv- 
estigators questioned Israeli dip- 
lomats for a second day Friday 
about their involvement in the aff- 
air of a U.S. Navy intelligence ana- 
iyst accused of spying for Israel, a 
U.S. nffirial said. 

The official declined to say 
where the questioning was taking 
place or how long the investigators 
planned to stay. 

“It depends mainly on how long- 
it takes to talk to foe people they., 
have to talk to,” : the official told 
foe Associated Press on condition 
of anonymity. 

The veO of secrecy also was- 
main tam ed by Israeli officials, 
who declined all comment orf the 
affair. “All I can tell you is that I 
can tell you nothing,” said a For- 
eign Ministry spokesman. 

Some Israeli officials have exp- 
ressed concern that the case of 
Jonathan Pollard, arrested on 
Nov. 21 outside foe Israeli emb- 
assy in Washington, could stra in 
Israel’s relations with its most 
important ally unless Israel coo- > 
perates completely in the current 
inquiry. . 

' The New York Time s on Friday : 
quoted- a senior Defence Dep- 
artment official as saying the Uni- 
ted States had reduced its routine 
intelligence sharing with Israel in 
the wake of foe Pollard affair. 

Israel is also concerned that a 
congressional measure -to reduce 
interest rates on its debt to the 
United States, which would save 
Israel about $500 million a year, 
wffi have to be dropped because of 
the political fallout of the case. 

The U.S. team, headed by State 
Department Legal Adviser Abr- 
aham Sofaer, was expected to 
question intelligence official Raf- 
ael Eitan,\ who the Israeli media 
reported headed the unit to which * 
Pollard allegedly passed inf- 
ormation. 

The investigators were also to 
question two Israeli science att- 


aches, Han Ravid and Yosef 
Yagur, who were recalled a few 
days after Pollard's arrest. 

Israel has formally apologised 
for the affair and has agreed to a 
U.S. request to return any secret 
documents supplied by Pollard. - 

A second controversy appeared 
.to be brewing following a raid on 
factories in three states by customs 
agents in the Untied States. The 
1 agents carried out foe raids as part 
of an investigation into the pos- 
sible illegal export to Israel of 
plans to manufacture- advanced 
♦anlr cannon. 

The Defence Ministry in Tel 
Aviv, without allnding directly to 
Thursday’s raids, released a sta- 
tement Friday morning which said ' 
in part: “Purchases by the Def- 
ence Ministry delegation in New' 
York are carried out in a legal and 
official manner, with the kno- 
wledge and approval of the UJS. 
authorities. 

“Ail die deals and dispatches 
are reported on a regular and 
permanent basis to the U.S. gov- 
ernment in accordance with the 
laws and regulations,”said the sta- 
tement. ■ ■ 

"Neither ■ the Israeli gov- 
ernment nor tiie Defence Mhtistzy 
received any report about any exi- 
sting investigation or suspicion 
regarding any pvchase carried 
out by the Defence Ministry del- 
egation in tiie United States, " it 
concluded. 

The U.S. official said the United 
States has not yet asked Israel to 
respond to the investigation. 

Israel was accused earlier tins 
year of illegally exporting from the 
United States electronic valves, 
called Krytons, which can be used 
in controlling nuclear and other 
explosions. It denied it had acted 
illegally, but agreed to return the 
unused Krytons. 

The UJS. agents raided Napoo 
Inc. in ICfoniMxtkutv Abernathy 
Lead Construction Co. in Pen- 


nsyfvania and G-And-B Packing 
Co. Inc. in New Jersey, said Fre- 
derick Sc uIKn Jr., U.S. attorney 
for tiie northern district of New 
York. 

No arrests were made during.- 
the Thursday raids, Scullin said. 

According to affidavits filed tty 
customs agents when they asked 
for the rearch warrants, aut- 
horities sought evidence that the 
concerns shipped plans for a new 
manufacturing process for 120mm 
cannon barrels and one of the bar- 
rels, to IsraeL 

The improved manufacturing ' 
process for the barrels, which he 
said are usually used on tanks, was 
developed between 1982 and I 
1985 at the U.S. army's Wat- j 
ervliet arsenal near Albany, Mr. ! 
Scuflin said. * 

The process, chrome-plating 
tiie inside of tiie barrels,, made tiie 
guns last longer and shoot str- : 
/aighter, according to a report Thu- 
rsday on NBC Television's nightly 
news programme. 

The U.S. army was five years 
ahead of other nations in dev- 
eloping tiie technology, NBC said, 
quoting unidentified federal off-’ 
idals. 

Napco obtained foe plans for 
the improved cannon- making 
process and equipment and con- 
tracted with Abernathy Lead 
Construction to manufacture, one 
probe of the equipment, he said. 

G-And-B Padring was retained 
to ship foe equipment to Israel, 
Mr. SculBn said. 

The blueprints now bear Israeli 
markings, NBC said. Napoo had a 
contract to make repairs inside the 
! Watervifiet | arsenal, the network 
'said. 

“We don’t understand whaf4 
going on,” said John Hatsopoulos, 
senior vice president with the 
Massachusetts-based Thermo 
Electron Corp., Napco’s parent 
company. 


developer 
charged 
with fraud 


TEL AVIV (AP) — An Israeli 
(developer who claimed he was . 
being made a scapegoat tried to 
j ump out p window of tiie court 
building wvMnents before be was 
charged with fraud and theft in a 
West Bank land scandal. 

Avrahara Gmdi, part-owner of 
a large land and boosing dev- 
elopment company, said mat he 
was trying to commit suicide. 

“I have become a sacrifice. A 
terrible injustice is being done 
me ”<5indi said in remarks bro- 
adcast on Israel Army Radio. 

He darned he was only a“smaD 

trovers y ahomfaof the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank. 
“They are accusing me of stealing 
billions of shekels. I have tost bil- 
Iiaas of shekels. ”he- rid. ' * 

Asked if he had tried to throw - 
himself out a sixth-floor window ' 
of the district court building m a 
suicide attempt, he said “it’s a 
fact” without elaboration. 

Gmdi is accused of receiving 
more titan a million dollars from 
hundreds of Israeli Jews who the?*, 
ught they were baying plots oif 
land in government-approved set- 
tlements in the West Bank. The 


Jerusalem Post reported some 
buyers were allegedly sold land) 
that was not owned by Gindfs 
company. 

He was charged with offences 
including fraud and theft, and his 
detention was extended until next 
Tbesday, Assistant District Att- 
orney Rachel Shiber saidin a tel- ■ 
epbone interview. 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 

‘ An exhflnrioa of oil paintings by Egy- 
ptian artist Hassan Bela! at the Petra 
Bank Art Gallery (until Dec. 18). 

' An rahirttiew on -the French teletext 
system "An hope" at 6:30 pan. at the 
French Cultural Centre { until Dec. 14). 

The second ceramics exhibition by 
Margaret Tadics at the Alia Art Gallery 
(unnJ Dec. 17). 

V “T ‘holography exhibition entitled 
■rar'i Festival in Pictures'* 
ie Yannouk University's 
r 'll J Club at the Royal 

~ ' " >mtil Dec. 18). 


u. .\aefe. 
pan. at the (... 


■hikiren entitled 
ttour“ at 4:30 
tute. 


PLAY 

"Puss in Boats" a pantomime play by 
Amman Players' directed by Pat Pen- 
g31yat5:00andS40pjn. at the Royal 
Cultural Centre (until Dec. 14). 

CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cultural Centre .Tel. 66I02&7 

American Centre ..... 644371 

American Centre Library ...... 641520 

British Council 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Goethe Institute 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 644203 

Spanish Gilwrai Centre 624049 

Turkish Cultural Centre ........ 639777 

Haya Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth Gtv 667181/6 

Y.W.CA : 641793 

Y.W.M-A 664231 

Amman Munidpal Library ... 637111 
Uttiveniiy erf Jordan Library 845555 

MUSEUMS 

Folklore Mosem: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years okl. Abo mosaics 
from Mad aba and Jerasfa (4tfa to 18th 
centuries). Ike Roman Theatre, 


Amman. Opening hours: 9.00 am. - 5 
pm Year-round. Tel. 651760. 

Jordan Ar rh a mfc igl ra l Mngm tu: Has an 
excellent conictkm of the antiquities of 
Jordan. Jabal Al QaTa (Gtadel Hill). 
Opening hours: 9.00 am- 5.00 pm 
(Fridays and official holidays 20.00am 
4.00 pm). Cosed Tuesdays, 

Jordan National Goferr: Cbncdns a col- 
lection of paintings, ceramics, and scu- 
lptures by contemporary Islamic artists 
from most of the Muslim countries and a 
collectwn of paintings by 19th Century 
orientalist artists. Muntazah, Jabal 
Luweibdeh. Opening hours: 10.00 am 
1 JO pun. ana 3.00 pm - 6.00 pm 
Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 630128. 
Martyrs’ M emor ial fftWO ta ry Museum): 
Collection of military memorabilia dat- 
ing from the Arab Revolt of 1916. 
Sports Chy. Amman. Opening hours 9 
am. -4 pm Qosed Saturdays. Tel. 
664240. 


CHURCHES 

St. Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, tel. 624590. 

Church of the Amumriarton (Homan 

Catholic) Jabal Lowtibdeh, 637440. 
De la Safe Church (Roman Carbolic) 
Jabal Hussein. 661757. 

Clnrefa of the Ar —icki t ki n (Greek 
Orthodox JAbdali. 623541. 

AogMcn Church (Church of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman, 678906. 
Anmtiaa CattoHc Church Ashrafieh, 
771331. 

Anaazhe Ortbodex Church AshraSch. 
775261. 

St Efebnki Church ( Syrian Orthodox) 
Ashrafieh, 771751. 

Annum lute ninth— i ChnJt (Jmcc- 
denominatjooalV meets at~ 1 Soutbeni 
Baptist School m Shmriani, 677534 
EmuyUcil Lafera Church, Jabal 
Amman, 6A Cfade, {Rev. N. Stair). 
Td:, 811295. 

Rainbow Congregation (Int- 
ema tonal, kterdenordnatioaa]) meets 
in the Church of the Redeemer. Jabal 
Amman. Tel. 663249. 

PRAYER TIMES 


0541 . 7 .:.-. Fair 

0609 'Surtrfar) Dtihii 

11J0 Dtuihr 

MfK -Asr 

1631 Maghreb 

1749 isfaa 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Alia inf 
ormoDon department at die Juan Aoa 
International Airport, tel. f08) 53200-5, 
where it should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

0fc30 Cairo (MS) 

0730 London, Larnaca (Ba) 

•045 Aqaba (RT) 

09-J5 Kuwait (RJ) 

89-35 Abu DbtM (RJ) 

•9 45 Caao (RJ) 

0945 Karachi, Dabtri (RJ) 

0945 Dhahn m (RJ) 

1040 Doha, Bahrain (RQ 

10:10 Riyadh IRJ) 

1045 . Singapore, Kuala lsmumr (RJ) 
12U0 Muscat. Abu Dhabi, Bahrain 
„ (GF) 


2U5 Aba Dhabi, Doha 1 

2130 Baghdad 1 


Kuwait (KUj 

Larnaca (RJ) 

New York, Vienna (RJ) 

— Cqjenhflgen, Frarifurt (RJ) 

— Paris, Damascus (AFj 

Tripoli (RJ) 

(IAl 

— Rone, Damascus (AZ) 

Frankfurt. Damascus (LH) 


DEPARTURES 


0630 

0630 

0645 .... 
0735 .... 

0930 

0930 ..- 
1030 .... 
1130 .... 
1145 
1240 .... 
12:15 .... 
1235 

1230 

1340 .... 
1330 .... 
1330 .... 
1540 .... 
1930 
1945.... 
2130 .... 
2035 .... 


... Damascus. Frankfurt 1 


— Damascus. Athens (OA 


Larnaca. 


,Ttfooh(l 

... Brussels (1 

^..'Geneva, Madrid D 

London (t 

........... Frankfurtrfl 

... Vienna. New York fi 

— Rofoe (1 

Larnaca (I 

Caro (I 

Bahrain (C 

- Kuwait (K 

Kuwait (1 

Bahrain, Doha (I 


MARITIME TRAFFIC 

Regular-line ships docking at Aqaba 
port: 

-HnaJ Trader 

— Jolly Celeste 

— Larch 

Amin Kitwar and Sons Compa n y. Tel: 
622324-9 at yonr service. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

As the country w3 be afftxanrf by a 
shallow depresrion, it wfll be pertly clo- 
udy to cloudy, with scattered showers. 
Southeasterly modera t e winds will bec- 
ome southwesterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, northerly moderate wmds will 
become southerly moderate, and calm 
sea wfll change to wavy. 


Amman Imnt , 


Jordan Valley 


— &U 

— 9125 
~~ 4(16 

. 8(24 


Jeddah ( 


.MONEY EXCHANGE 

' ■ Tborsday rates 

. . - Local sell/buy rates in fils 

Bahraini dinar .979 -967 

S I guilder 129.9 f 1305 

ton guinea 204/ 210 

h franc 47 9/ 483 

dour 334 1 342 

Japanese yen (for 100) 1823/ 183^ 

Krwptiti dinar 1278/ 1285 

Lebanese lira ......... 20/ 23 

Omani riyal 1073/ 1079 

Qatari riyal 101/ 103 

Sawfiriyai ....... 101/ ' - 103 

Swedish crown 47.9 1 483 

Swfai fame .174.7/ 1762 

Syrian lira 29 

UAEdnham 101V 102 

UR. sterling pound 5253/ 5293 

US. dollar 369.7/ 372.8 

W. German matte .1463' 147,5 


EMERGENCIES 

Amman g uv e m o ra te 891228 

Amman dvfl defence 198, 199 

CM. Defence hbid . 271293, 27313 1 
CM Defence Qnwehmeh — 770733 

AmbohuoB 193, 775111 

Amman d owntown fire brigade „ 198 

First aid ; 630341 

Blood bank 778303 

CM Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

FoSce rescue - 192,621111,637777 

PoSce headqu art ers 639141 

Traffic police 8963901 

Ekctric Power Co. 636381/4,624881 
Mmtejpwl water complaiate 771125/8 
Queen Alialnt. Airport (08)53330/60 


HOSPITALS 


Hnssem Medical Centre ._ 
KhaBcH Maas ratty, J. Attm 
Akileb Maternity, J. 

Jabal Amman Maternity — 

Malhas, J. Amman 

Palestine. Sbrnegani 

Shrne i tani Hogtital . 


AI-MnafoerHtt 
The Islamic, Ab 
Al-AhH, AbdaU 

Itafian, Al-Mfa 
Al -Bashir. J. As 
Anny, Marta _ 


813813/32 
. 644281/6 
, Amman 
. 642441/2 
.... 642362 
636140 
. 664171/4 
... 669131 
845845/65 

- 667227/9 

666127/37 

- 664164/6 
. 777101/3 
775111/26 
891611/15 


Queen Aha Hospital 602240/50 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Munther Qarrini 776258 


Dr. Abdul Aziz Abu Kbalaf _ 622520 

Has pharmacy — s ... 661912 

Nafaookh pharmacy 623672 

Al Satatq phanrracy 623671 

Maruonr pharmacy 665489 

Hbdi phannacy 644942 

Khaled Ibn Al Waleed pharmacy 
674705 


TAXIS: 

Rainbow taxi 

Nahda taxi 

Kamak taxi 

Al Jiiad taxi 

Qaaem w«i 

Sha’aa' taxi 


637249 

; 663003 

668761 

672663 

-663273 

644263 


IRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad AlHajek 275925 

Al Hassan pharmacy (— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Abdol Kareem Kbashasbnefa 

— 983022 

Al Webto pharmacy (— ) 

Royal phannacy — J 


general 


Tetowa 773111/19 

Rato Jordan 774111119 

™ayofTburian 642311 

Motel enm nfe h m 666412 

tecorqpfafatt 661176 

laohnne Infot ara ik wi 12 

Jwdan and hfiddfe East cafe 10 

ytoocas calk — IT 

“Vfo'Mrrice 1 ■ . ■ H 


MARKET PRICES 


Kxcd prices Hot imported produce), .v 

^ _ UppaHowerprke in flsperte. CudktMA kan») ^^32W; 
A«4e Garfic ^rihom leaves} 

B«a . — — 140 / 100 Qnka (dnr) -^tm / 

2* maX r-r K too/ 600 : tSttoiTi :« e/ 

Ooo3imt(cadi) 500/450 Sage (green) - . - yati 
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Public works projects to f 

provide job opportunities ; 

aO the concerned pardes^sfcocJd 


AMMAN (Petra) — Mmister of. 
,PubUc Worits Mahmoud A1 Haw- 
amdeh has said that bis ministry's 
budget for 1986 will make ava- 
ilable many job opportunities due 
to the projects it includes. During 
a meeting he chaired Thursday for 
directors of public works in the 
goveoaorates, he added that work’ 
on . maintaining roads should be 
intensified to guarantee the safety 
of road users and this means that 


ter. Public works departments 
should therefore ensure that tre- 
nches, adverts and. drains are 
dear and that necessary pre- 
cautions are taken in areas sus- 
jCCptibk^to landslides, Mr. Haw- 
amdeh said- Ibe minister also cal- 
led for the erection of more war- 
ning signs, qpeed limit signs and 
ending signs on roads. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Committee discusses 1986 budget 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower House of Parliament financial 
co mmittee ha$ fmtqhwH its discussions on fte general draft hnHget 
for 1986 following a week of intensive sessions. Ihe committee 
will submit a report on fins subject to the Lower House for debate 
and approval. 

Egyptian agriculture team due today 

AMMAN (Petra) — An Egyptian agricultural delegation is exp-' 
ected here today on aweek-fongvisitto Jordan during which they 
will meet senior officials at the Ministry of Agriculture and ako 
visit protected agriculture and dim irrigation projects in the con- • 
ntry. The 15-member delegation is led by Dr. Mahmoud Noor. 

Afternoon b anking pays off 

AMMAN (Petra) — A recent study conducted by the Housing 
Bank Research and Stndies Department has shown that the bank 
saves JD 1 .8 ! millio n annually for die public sector and gov- 
erament institutions through the afternoon banking service which 
die bank adopted for the first time inJordan in 1975. The study 
also revealed that this afternoon service achieved positive results 
regarding the productivity of employees as die bank, with its 77 
branches throughout die country, was able to save die public 
sector and government institutions some 2,200,000 working 
hours armuaiiy (363,167 working days) which could have been 
wasted if government employees had to leave their departments 
during official working hours to comptete their baiudng tra- 
nsactions. 



CROWN PRINCE RETURNS: HbRoyni 

Ugl—uiH Crown A face Hainan , who idaMl 
hone on Thursday after a vide to Iraq asd the Golf 
mrfiwt, ts received gyea arrival by Prime Mb* 


fate- Zafld Rjfai, Royal Coart CM Mown AJ 
Qasem and Coart Mfafaier AdmAtaOdehCfetra i 
photo) 


Swedish organisation to establish 
child welfare, research centre 


Rabat suggests government-in-exile 


(Continued from page 1) 

Thus the main debate, is the 
Palestinian arena, revolves aro- 
und the tuning of announcing such 
a step. As things stand cow the 
negative aspects, according to the 
ongoing debate, seem to outweigh 
any positive ones. 

One of the negative imp- 
lications of forming a 
govemment-m-eitiJe at this stage, 
as pointed out by Pales thnan off- 
icials, is that such a step "could 
create a political confurion since 
there are governments (Arab and 
foreign) which recognise foePLO 


govermnent-in-exile could only 
be possible if the members of tins 
go v e rnm ent would be acceptable 
to the U.S. and if hs fine was dif- 
ferent from that of die PLO. 
"Tims an Am erican recognition of 
such a government would not nec- 


or implications of that of an Ame- 
rican reoognhaon of the PLO and 
the legitimate rights ofthe Pal- 
estinian people as the -PLO 
seeks,”the source added. 

Therefore the crux of the issue 
bofls down again to the FLO’S 
right to be fite.pple representative 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A centre for 
the welfare of children in Jordan 
will be established in Amman next ■ 
month by die Swedish Save the 
Children Fhnd Organisation Rada 
Bamen, according to an official 
announcemen t made m Amm an 
on Thursday. 

The announcement followed 
the s igning of an agreement for the 
establishment of the centre which 
will be operated by the Queen 
Noor A1 Hussein Foundation and 
which will serve as a regional cen- 
tre for research and specialised 
stndies in child welfare. 

An agreement for the est- 
ablishment of die centre was sig- 
ned by Minkter ; of Labour and 
Social Development Khakd AI 


Haj Hassaa, Queen Noor Fou- 
ndation Director In' am Al Mufti 
and a representative of the Rada 
Bamen organisation. The centre, 
which will open next month, wffl 
be temporary, pending the con- 
struction of a permanent centre on 
land to be offered by the gov- 
ernment, according to the ann- 
ouncement. 

Mr. Haj Hassaa told the Jor- 
danian News Agency, Petra, after 
the signing ceremony tha t the cen- 
tre will contain units for mother 
and child care, health education, a 
laboratory and facilities including 
a clinic fin- early discovery of han- 
dicaps in children. The centre will 
also have a child care research unit 


and will analyse data fod inf- 
ormation on children’s handicaps. 
The centre will also organise sem- 
inars and training courses on sub- 
jects related to child welfare and 
handicaps, Mr. Haj Hassan added. 

The minis ter voiced deep app- 
reciation to the Swedish org- 
anisation and said that die est- 
ablishment of die centre was agr- 
eed upon during Her Majesty 
Queen Noor’s visit to Sweden last 
year. 

Rada Bamen offers child care 
and humanitarian assistance to 
people in more than 30 nations 
and is largely financed by con- 
tributions and donations from the 
people of Sweden. 


‘Support the AUB* conference reviews 
problems, draw up recommendations 


Najjar 
Jordan Thoes 


AMMAN — A conference ent- 
itled “support the AUB” was held 
on Friday at die Intercontinental 
Hotel and representatives from 
the Arab World attended the gat- - 
hexing which was organised by the 
American University of Beirut 
(A.QB) AHwwi.Ptib in Amman. 


blerns and hopes of the AUB were 
given by Mis. Lada Sharaf, a 
member of the board of trustees; 
Dr. Calvin Plimpton, president of 
the AUB, Mr. Fawzi Maalouf, 
president of the AUB Alumni 
Association and Mr. Robert Bol- 
den, chairman of die AUB Dev- 
elopment Committee. 

After lengthy discussions it was 
decided to call on the. board of 




,ple bat do not necessarily support 
a Palestinian govemmeut-m-exile > 
and vice-versa.’* 

"We do not want to jeopardise 
the Arab and international leg- 
itimacy and support enjoyed by 
the PLO, particularly at a time 
when Palestinian representation 
remains a controversial matter for 
the United States, and certain 
other parties, which would like to 
undermine the PLO’s legitimacy 
and is actually seeking a substitute 
for the organisation,” a Pal- 
estinian official commented. 

Ironically, however, the Ame- 
rican refusal to deal wi& or to rec- 
ognise the PIX)e cited as a major 
factor in favour of announcing a 
govenunent-Bi-exile at tins stage. 
Some of the supporters of the idea 
also argue that the FLO’S image 
has recently been associated with 
terrorism and weakened doe to 
Palestinian divisions and, con- 
/, a govemment-m-exSe 
give “a new and a fresh image 
to Palestinian representation.” 
This argument, of course, implies 
that the officials in the suggested 
government would be different 
from the present PLO leaders . 
even if they were appointed by the 
PLO. 

But there are no indications so 
far that the PLO would be willing 
to go that far in order to overcome 
the obstacle posed by the U.S. ref- 
usal to deal with or to include the 
PLO in any peace negotiations. 

Furthermore, according to an 
informed Palestinian source, get-' 
ting tiie American government to. 
recognise a Palestinian, 


gWe II Up. =*rrr- 

A jardmg to the PLO’s view, 
gpvenm3ent-m-ex3e to be set up 
by the PLO should be ins- 
t mmental in furthering the org- 
anisation's gpals and not change 
them-“TheHwemmemwinactas 
the state whine the PLO will act as 
the party,” one official explained. 

Yet, in the Algerian experience, 
which the PLO always cites as an 
example, the leaders of the pro- 
visional government were not 
members of the National Lib- 
eration Front and were acceptable 
to the French while some publicly 
disputed the front’s goals. 

the deference, as Palestinian 
students of the Algerian Rev- 
olution pointed out, is that tile 
front announced the formation of 
the provisional government only 
when the French were ready to 
negotiate a withdrawal of French 
troops from Algeria, and agreed 

^hwox^^Ue^noting^f^^he 
idea of forming a Palestinian 
gove rnment- in- exile was ori- 
ginally a Palestinian one and a 
Pales tinian government was act- 
ually formed in 1948. The "AD of 
Palestine” governme n t was for- 
med m Gaza on Sent. 23, 1948 
and was headed by Ahmad HStmi 
Abdul BaqL The gov ern ment 
faced strong opposition from 
some Arab oounfries and was for- 
ced to move its headquarters from 
Gaza to Cairo where King Farook 
severely restricted its movement 
and cotaequenfly it steadBy lost its 
authority and uxfhience and faded • 
into oblivion. » 


W.Bank leaders to meet Arafat 


(Continued from page i) 

In another development, the 
PLO, 'expressing anxiety over an 
apparent shift in France's Middle 
East policy, has appealed to Eur- 
opean governments to continue 
their “positive role” in the search 
for peace. 

PLO spokesman Ahmad Abdul 
Rahman told Reuters in Tunis 
that a remark by French Foreign 
Mmister Roland Duma? this week 
that the PLO did net represent the 
entire Palestinian people was a 
dear retreat from previous public 
statements. 

“We hope (hat European gov- 
ernments will not surrender io‘ 
American pressure to cut rel- 
ations with the PLO ami we hope 
also the European Community 
will continue its positive role to 
achieve a just and durable peace in 
the Middle East "he said. 

“The statement by Dumas wifi 
damage the relations!# between 


the PLO and the French gov- 
ernment and it is a dear retreat 
from the French government's 
traditional position regarding die 
PLO,” he added. 

& a clarifying statement in Jer- 
usalem on Tuesday, Mr. Dumas 
said that France's position had not 
ebsttged and that it was not up to 
France to nominate the rep- 
resentative of tile Pales tinian peo- 

pfo* 

■ Abdul Rrhman also attacked ^ 
statemen y U.S. Secretary of 
State Ge - • Shultz in London on 
Tuesday ,^,t the PLO was dis- 
qualifying jsetf from the peace 
process by not accepting United 
Nations resolutions implying rec- 
ognition of Israel. 

“We want to emphasise that 
without recognition ^ the FLO as 
the sole and legitimate rep- 
resentative of the Palestinian peo- 
ple, there will be no peace in the 
Middle Fast. 1 * Abdul Rahman 
said. 


the AUB to cootnme to serve as a 
noted educational institution in 
the Middle East and expressed 
confidence the educatio nal 


standards at the university could 
be brought up to its previous level. 

Speakers at the conference rea- 
ched a consensus that the AUB 
has witnessed a deterioration in its 
standard of education over the 
past years as a result of the pol- 
itical and economic upheavals in 
Lebanon. Speeches on the pro- 


elopment in all necessary fields. 
Tackling the problem of the eno- 
rmous budget deficit the uni- 
versity faces, tiie conference rec- 
ommended that the board of tru- 
stees, in cooperation with the 
administration and the dev- 
elopment committee, draw up a 
programme of action, form a 
committee of alumna in the fields 
of business and finance to set the 
framework for action, hire a team 
of experts for consultations and 


Crown Prince returns from Iraq 


(Coatfaned from page 1) 
Wabab Al MajaH accompanied 
Prince Hassan on his visit to Iraq. 

Upon his departure from Bag- 
hdad, ftince Hassan sent a cable 
to Mr. Ibrahim voicing app- 
reciation for the hospitality acc- 
orded to him and his delegation 
during the visit to Iraq and exp- 
ressing pride in the high morales 
and the great spirits of the Iraqi 
armed forces and their det- 
enmnatioa to repel any agg- 
ression. Hie wished the Iraqi peo- 
ple and armed forces all success 
and progress. 


On Wednesday, Prince Hassan 
visited tiie headquarters of the 
Iraqi Fifth Brigade $nd was bri- 
efed by tiie brigade’s commander 
about the battles the brigade fou- 
ght agamst Iranian solders. 

Prince Hassan addressed the 
brigaded sokUeis and paid tribute 
to their courage and steadfastness 
in the fa ce of the Ira n ian agg- 
ression and reaffirmed Jordan's 
for Iraq. 

i Tuesday Prince Hassan dis- 
cussed bilateral relations and lat- 
est developments in the region 
with President Hussein. 


guidance and use the alumna col- 
lectively and individually in tiie 
execution of fund-raising ope- 
rations. 

Stressing the need to keep con- 
stant contacts between the alumna 
in various countries, the con- 
ference «*H«1 upon all alumni, in 
coordination with the Alumni 
Association of Beirut and the 
AUB Development Office, to 
form*, formal ~-of- -informal ass-' 
ociations wherever possible. The 
Alumni Association and the Dev- 
elopment Office were charged by 
the conference with the. task of 
publishing Al KuIfiya-ftheAUB 
alumni pap** 1 — as a matin means 
for co mmun i c ations between tiie 
alumna and the u n ive rsi ty, and 
among the different groups of 
alumna worldwide. Up-dated lists 
of the services the AUB can offer 
in various fields will have to be 
produced under the supervision erf 
the Research and Planning Com- 
mittee in order to i nc r ease the 
coordination with the different 
ahixima groups, the conference 
recommended. 

Regarding tiie level of social 
and cultural activities, tiie con- 
ference called on the Alumni Ass- 
ociation in Beirut to fonnnlate a 
committee to develop a mas- 
terplan of action of activities for 
the dtfferent groups. This mas- 
terplan should be the basic gui- 
deline to tbedifferent groups to 
implement what is compatible 
with their s i t ua tions and cap- 
abilities. 

It was also decided that tiie 
Alumni Oub in Amman will host 
a follow-up meeting in Aqaba in 
May 1986- 


Interior minis ter 

visit Syria soon 
on transit, travel 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of Interior Hassan Al 
Kayed fa expected to visit Syria soon for talks on 
fariH t atfng trawl and transit procednres across fee 
common Jordarin^friae border, according to 
press reports pibUshed hi Amman Friday. 



The talks will be a follow 
those started by Mr. Kayed an 


to 

his 


Syrian counterpart Mohammad 
Ghabash in Damascus last mon th, 
the reports said. 

“Security for Jordan is also sec- 
urity for Syria and therefore coo- 
peration will focus on saf- 
eguarding it In the spirit of bro- 
therly cooperation which cha- 
racterised tiie bilateral talks held 
recently in Amman and Dam- 
ascus,” the minister was quoted as 
saying. 

The talks follow an ann- 
ouncement last week that Jor- 


Road fink 

As part of the renewed 'coo- 
peration between Jordan .and 
Syria, wodkaas started cm the con- 
struction of a 60 kfiometta, four 
lane hi g hway . Unking Jordan with 
Syria, the Araffic daily newspaper 
Al Ra’i quoted responsible off- 
icials at the Ministry of Public 
Works as saying. The new int- 
ernational road will start from the 
Zarqa-Mafraq-Rizweished jun- 
ction and will end at tiie Syrian 
village of Jaber. The road will be 
under the 


implemented under the sup- - 
erosion erf the Mmfcoy of Public 

Works and wffl be executed by a 

will do longer require Jordanian company and a Turkish 
permits from the security aut- extracting firm, Ihe report said, 
horities in order to visit Syria, and gjectrfcity to Syrian villages 


comes dose on the heels of Syrian 
Prime Minister Abdul Ra’ouf Al 
Kasm’s visit to Jordan dm week. 


It has also been announced that 
Jordan has started supplying four 


major towns in soufosm Sync 
with electric power in the course 
of an agreement on cooperation in 
energy-related affairs saped bet- 
ween the two countries m i97c\ 
Jordan Electricity Authority 
(JEA) Director Mohammad 
Arafa said in a statement that nea- 
rly half a million people in sou- 
thern Syria, dose to the Jordanian 
border, will benefit from the new 
arrangement in which the 130 ki- 
ovolt national grid was linked wi£ 
the Syrian grid. The towns e: 
Der’aa, Quneitra, Sweidaa and 
Sheikh MasJdo are included in ibe 
project, Mr. Arafa said. 

Mr. Arafa said that Irbid Gov- 
emorate had been supplied with 
electric nower from Syria between 
1977 a. d 1979. also in imp- 
lementation of the 1976 ajp- 
eement. 

The arrangement, following 
high level contacts on promoting 
trade and economic cooperation 
between Syria and Jordan, is reg- 
arded as another step towards 
renewing and bolstering ties bet- 
ween them, according to the Jor- 
danian News Agency, Petra. 


Petra director 
returns from 
Arab news 
agencies talks 

AMMAN (Petra) — Director 
General of the Jor danian News 
Agency, Petra, Jawad Maraqa 
Friday returned to Amman from 
Kuwait, where he took part in a 
two-day conference of tiie Fed- 
eration of Arab News Agencies 
(FANA), which concluded in 
Kuwait on Thursday. 

In an arrival statement, Mr. 
Maraqa said that the general ass- 
embly of FANA approved the 
general secretariat’s report on tiie 
last session’s activities and str- 
essed the need to continue holding 
training courses for news agencies 
staff in cooperation with int- 
ernational organisations and spe- 
cialised agencies. 

Mr. Maraqa added that die gen- 
eral assembly also considered the 
necessary steps for holding a 
round table conference to be att- 
.ended by directors of Arab, news 
agencies and chief editors of the 
Japanese press and media. 

It was agreed that the general 
secretariat embark on pre- 
parations for bolding the 5th 
Euro-Arab seminar for news age- 
ncies directors and that the sec- 
retariat approach Arab League 
and the United Nations Edu- 
cational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO) to pro- 
vide tiie finan c ial assistance for 
m a king the conference a success. 

The secretariat also briefed the 
general assembly on the outcome 
of a Vienna seminar about Arab 
and European public opinion and 
also about a memorandum reg- 
arding granting Arab news age- 
ncies different tariffs as approved 
by UNESCO. 

The general assembly also dec- 
ided that a seminar on the use of 
the Arab satellite, to be attended 
by Arabsat and the Arab and Int- 
enarional Teleco mmuni cation 
Unions and officers in charge of 
technical sections at Arab news 
agencies (See related stray 


on 


right)- 

The assembly also called on all 
Arab news agencies to intensify 
their coverage of sports, cultural 
and scientific news * 




t Saltan Our Abdul Aziz Al (second, second left) Thursday hokls 
-talks with Jordanian officials on security along tfes common border 
between Jordan and Sand! Arabia (Petra photo) 

Jordan, Saudi Arabia review 
security along common 

MA’AN (Petra) — Jordan and 
i Arabia Tin 


Saudi Arabia Thursday held talks, 
odi ways of bolstering security' 
.along their common border. The. 
"talks were conducted by. teams led 
by Ma’an Governor Eid Al Qat- 
arneh and Prince Sultan Rm 
Abdul Aziz Al Sndeiri, governor 
of die Qrayyat regfop.ctose to the, 
Jordanian border. - - 
The two officials discussed mat- 


ters connected with transit and 
transport facilities across the bor- 
der and hunting in the border reg- 
ions. The talks were a follow-up to 
those started in Saudi Arabia last 
August and aim to coordinate bil- 
ateral cooperation in controlling 
foe border regions. 

Several officials from Saudi 
Arabia and Jordan took part in the 
meetings. 


Arabsat council relieves 
clirector from his duties 

i 

The council, which groups six 
Arab ministers, decided to fill the 
post of director general before the 
Arabsat 5 s next general assembly 
meeting, the minister said. The 
council also decided to conduct a 
comprehensive revision of all byl- 
aws, regulations and codes with 
the purpose of helping Arabsat 
operations achieve the best res- 
ults, he added. 

The minister continued that a 
number of Arab countries have 
linked their ground stations with 
the Arabsat, and added that oth- 
ers are exp"^**d to follow suit in 
.the coming year. Tu? six member 
council groups the ministers of 
-.communications in Morocco. 
Syria, Jordan, Tunisia, Libya and 
Saudi Arabia. 


AMMAN (J.T.) —The Arab Sat- 
ellite Communications Org- 
anisation (Arabsat) has relieved 
Dr. Ali Al Mashat from his post as 
Arabsat director in view of past 
failures and what was described as 
“negative results of the org- 
anisation's administration " acc- 
ording to Minister of Com- 
munications Muhieddin AI Hus- 
sexni upon his return from an Ara- 
bsat executive meeting held in 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. 

Mr. Hhsseini said that during- 
the two-day meeting, a number of 
finan cial, organisational and adm- 
inistrative matters were discussed 
and important decisions were 
taken to help promote Arab sat- 
ellite programme. 
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ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


Friday’s 

Al Ra’i: On the right track 

AS of Thursday, Jordan began supplying four major towns in sou- 
thern Syria with electricity as part of a joint programme of coo- 
peration in energy and economic affair s between the two corn tries. 
This move coincided with a statement by Syrian Minister of Economy 
and External Trade Mohammad Iraadi in which the minister voiced 
his confidence in fruitful relations between Damascus and Amman.. 
He said the two countries bold great potentials and should embark on 
more efforts to increase the volume of trade. Despite the past dif- 
ferences, the two countries are now eligible for a fruitful course of 
cooperation, characterised by brotherly feelings and enhanced by 
genuine desire for progress. The Hnlring of electric grids between 
Jordan and Syria represents a linking of interests and signifies ano- 
ther step towards closer cooperation and stronger ties. The recent 
contacts between (he officials from both sides have paved the way for 
such cooperation, which once achieved, would enhance all efforts 
aiming towards the establishment of pan-Arab solidarity. 

Al Dustour : Peace for Lebanon 

l 

THE new security plan which has been implemented in Lebanon 
seems to be successful. All mili tia*; seem to be abiding by orders that 
aim at restoring stability, security and peace to the embattled nation. 
With the implementation of the plan, hopes have risen that Lebanon 
will after all be allowed to live in peace and its people be given the 
chance of embarking on constructive and peaceful cooperation. We 
welcome die recent developments and the response displayed by 
militia leaders, but we should point out that all warring parties should 
now refrain from taking anjLgtep or making any move that would 
provoke die other parties or gwfcsatuse for a breach of accord or a 
renewal of fighting. If all parties have -good will then they should 
work in harmony within the spirit of the accord readied in Damascus. 
Once the Lebanese are on the course of reconciliation and genuine 
peace, they will have the blessing and backing of all Arabs. The 
recent Syrian-Jordanian communique voiced total support for the 
Lebanese people in their endeavours to reach peace ana to fend off 
IsraePs aggression. Lebanon should be supported by all Arabs and 
should be made to contribute constnictivelyTowards the Arab nat- 
ion’s endeavours towards unity and progress. 


Sawt Al Shaab: Hopes for Lebanon 

PREVIOUS plans laid down for restoring peace and security to 
Lebanon -failed because the militias resorted to force upon the least 
provocation. Now, however, with the implementation of the new 
Syrian-backed plan the mflitia$ have pledged total commitment to 
security and peace. The central government in Beirut will not find it 
.difficult to handle the task of re-establishing security, provided all 
militias abide by the terras of the agreement. The militias themselves 
will find it hard to give up their positions in the capital and to abaadoa 
the streets they have been controlling for many years. It will be 
difficult for the militias to give up their arms and disband their forces, 
because they form a real power in the hands of their warlords. But if 
the plan is to succeed, every one should make concessions and accept 
the new rules. Also the militias in east Beirut as well as in west Beirut 
should be disbanded, if a lasting peace is to be achieved, and if 
Lebanon is to enjoy security and stability. Perhaps the Syrian armed 
forces will be needed to help the Lebanese militias help themselves 
and reach a lasting solution. 

Thursday’s 

A l Ra’i: Successful visit 

THE Syrian prime minister's visit to Jordan resulted in the issuance 
of a joint communique emphasising the national stands of both 
countries. Both countries underlined their demands for a total Israeli 
withdrawal from all Arab territories occupied since 1967 and the 
recognition of the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people in their 
homeland. They said that peace can only be achieved through an 
international conference in which all concerned parties should be 
represented, and stressed that neither side can accept unilateral 
peace or direct negotiations with Israel. The talks in Amman rea- 
ffirmed that a just and durable peace must be achieved through an 
international conference, but that does not mean that Jordan and 
Syria cannot have other options for regaining their rights. Two other 
points were significant in the joint communique: Bolstering bilateral 
economic cooperation and coordinating efforts for supporting Leb- 
anon's endeavours to maintain its sovereignty and territorial int- 
egrity. An invitation extended by President Assad to King Hussein to 
visit Syria crowned the talks of the two prime minis ters. Such a visit 
will enhance solidarity between the two countries and pave the way 
for greater reconciliation among Arab states. 

Al Dustour: Commitment to peace 


THE prime ministers of Syria and Jordan have affirmed in their joint 
communique the need for bolstering inter Arab cooperation and 
enhancing joint action. This solidarity is required, they said, for the 
establishment of peace based on Israeli withdrawal from all occupied 
Arab territories. This communique reflects the firm stands of both 
countries and demonstrates their identity of views vis-a-vis the Mid- 
dle East question. The communique reminded all observers that the 
two countries are firmly committed to help the Palestinians regain 
their usurped lands and rights and that, at the same time, they seek 
peace based on justice. The two sides also reaffirmed their long- 
standing policy of no direct talks with Israel and unilateral solution 
with the Jewish state. Both countries are committed to a com- 
prehensive peace which should be accomplished through an int- 
ernational conference in which all coneemeoparties and major work! 
powers should tx* re^^sented. Since both countries bold similar 
views on key questions, then it is only natural for their leaders to 
adopt identical views, and therefore, it becomes incumbent on them 
to join their forces to achieve the same goals. 


\ 




Feeling for Palestine 



Maxifti Ghilan 


The fallowing is a speech delivered at the 3rd international conference 
of Non-Governmental Organisations on the question of Palestine, 
held in Geneva Sept. 9-12. The speaker is the editor in chief of 
lAP-lsrael and Palestine Political Report: 

Latin American subcontmai-inc- 
rease a thousandfold interest in 


Politics, and particularly lib- 
eration politics, are cyclic; there, a 
country becomes fashionable and 
the Western liberals and radicals 
who support the struggles for fre- 
edom of Third World peoples’ 
grasp, with joy. the opportunity to 
defend, say. Nicaragua or El Sal- 
vador revolutionaries. Here, ano- 
ther drops out of sight and the 
champions of the Far-Away forget 
there are such people as the Timor 
Islanders or the Cambodians. But 
other -peoples, still struggling 
along in spite of inexorably pas- 
sing decades, remain in the news. 
Usually, for a very good reason. 

Or reasons. One would be the 
support or protection, of a sup- 
erpower or given group of nations. 
The other would be the exemplary 
role a group or people plays, in the 
mind of those who still have pol- 
itical morals and feelings. A third 
reason may be — the danger to 
regional, or world peace, caused 
by harm done to a specific group 
of individuals. 

The Polish Solidarity trade- 
unionists and the Afghan rebels 
won't go away from the public 
mind (or. more accurately, from 
Western media) because the Uni- 
ted States and their followers in 
Western Europe have a vested 
interest in keeping alive awa- 
reness of their plight. Israel will 
not let rest the problem of the Jew- 
ish dissidents or Refuzeniks inside 
the Soviet Union. There may be 
hundreds, even thousands of Wes- 
terners who would fight for their 
rights even if the media kept sil- 
ent; not the millions now being 
mobilised for these three specific 
groups, fighting the might of the 
Soviet system. 

Contrarily. the pressures exe- 
rted by the United States on the 


the struggles of the Caribeans or 
the resistance in Chile. There, 
another element plays, too. to inc- 
rease awareness of Latin Ame- 
rican struggles: The subcontinent- 
has a half-free press and some free 
regimes: and is therefore capable 
of awakening interest in Europe* 
and even inside the United States. 
In other words: The Latin A me-’ 
rican freedom fighters are int- 
eresting both because they are 
being hunted by Uncle Sam .and 
because their battle Is the concern 
of all Latins. 

A particular — and somewhat 
different — case is Israel. The cri- 
mes committed by a variety of 
Europeans, in 1939-45. against 
Jews, under the yoke of the Ger- 
man Third Reich, caused a bac- 
klash of bad conscience which is 
still at work in Europe — par- 
ticularly since Fascism has dwi- 
ndled to a marginal role, in Eur- 
opean politics, and can therefore 
be used safely as a scapegoat. The 
majoritarian movement of con- 
temporary Jews. Zionism, is the- 
refore a good alibi, for most Eur- 
opean and American adm- 
inistrations and regimes. The 
more so since, with the creation of 
the State of Israel and the evo- 
lution of Israeli rule over hun- 
dreds of thousands of Palestinians 
.deprived of their rights. Zionism 
has moved more and more to the 
right — and is therefore eminently 
compatible with the conservative 
governments of most of Western 
Europe. 

Another particular case is that 
of the Palestinians. The Pal- 
estinians were not present in the 
awareness (much less the con- 
science) of .the West, during 


World War H. Thereafter, if at all, 
they were identified as part of the 
Arab people, and as such, to be 
managed as long as “The Arabs - 
had the whip hand in the oQ trade. 
Once this was over, the Pal- 
estinians became, at best, another 
liberation movement and as such, 
suspect in the eyes of most Wes- 
tern governments. The epithet 
“terrorist” so often thrown at the. 
PLX) as foe ultimate argument, 
one that supposedly can’t be ref- 
uted. is really, only the expression 
of foe Establishment’s suspicion 
wheat faced with anything that 
rocks the international boat. 

For this same reason, foe PLO 
and other Palestinian org- 
anisations were supported, in the 
Sixties and Seventies, by rev- 
olutionaries. radicals and a variety 
of underdog-under-ground gro- 
ups in the West. At the same time, 
Arab governments pressured foe 
Western governments (and foe 
European ones in particular) to 
accept, recognise and help foe 
Palestinians and their main rep- 
resentative body, foe PLO. Thus, 
the Palestinians too benefited 
from two reasons for being kept in 
the eye of Western conscience. 

In the mid- Seven ties, foe sit- 
uation ch ang ed. The PLO became 
more respectable, in Conservative 
eyes, and thus got more and more 
recognition from governments 
and official establishments in foe 
West (It had. most of the time, the 
support of the Soviet and Eastern 
Bloc establishment, which saw in 
foe Palestinian liberation mov- 
ement another Third World trend 
fighting Western influence). 
When Arafat made his “olive 
branch and gun” speech, in Nov- 
ember 1974, at foe United Nat- 
ions. 1 17 nations recognised and 
supported foe PLO. 

In foe mealtime, with the shr- 
inking of radical politics in Europe 
and foe U.S.. foe PLO had two 
gpod reasons to disentangle itself 
from the radicals’ embrance. It 
must he said. too. that foe PLO 
leadership itself had grown older 


and less radical, as a whole. Thus, 
die growing PLO generation res- 
ponded to the needs of less rev- 
olutionary and more conservative 
Western politics. 

This created a number of con- 
tradictions- not apparent hitherto. 
For one thing. European interests 
started- dashing, over the Middle 
East and particularly over foe 
PLO, with United States policy in 
the area. Europeans who were, 
before, quite willing to follow U.S. 
leadership, started asking the- 
mselves tf there was am American 
■Middle East policy. (Some State 
Department old hands had raised 
that question, repeatedly, even 
before. Furthermore, the ben- 
eficiary of foe Genocide's heritage 
and able to supply the Europeans 
with up-to-date intelligence in the 
Eastern Bloc, foe Arab World and 
in Africa, and equally vital sup- 
port for foe PLO. able to fofl (or to 
encourage) commercial deals with 
the Arab states, caused no little 
trouble to practical politicians in 
the West. 

■ No less important, those wes- 
tern groups and individuals who 
were really concerned for human' 
and national rights in the Third 
World had to confront similar — 
but by no means identical — con- 
tradictions. Almost no western 
concerned individual struggling 
for Palestinian rights does so. 
nowadays, out of anti-Jewishness. 
Those who had done so, went 
down the drain together with foe 
more virulent . radical und- 
erground groups which, in the Six- 
ties . and early Seventies, wanted 
to exploit the Palestinian problem 
as still another way of blowing up 
wide foe Western Establishment. 
What remained were, on one 
hand, the practical politicians ; and 
on the other, the true believers in 
freedom. 

At the United Nations- 
sponso red conference of rep- 
resentatives of Non- 
Governmental Organisations 
which was held in Geneva. Sep- 


tember 9-12. 1985. 1 sat at a table 
with thirteen other . men and 
women. There were two Nor- 
wegian left-wing activists; one 
Arab -Israeli Catholic priest; one 
Chief Librarian at a north western 
American university; a . well- 
known Israeli civil rights lawyer;* 
Presbyterian priest; foe West' 
German secretary general of a 
Euro-Arab organisation; and sev- 
eral others. What struck me. when 
each of them started telling, me his 
background, was that, except for 
foe Palestinians (both Kvingin Isr- 
ael an din exQe). all those present, 
without exception, had started 
their careers as Zionists. As what 
foe Israeli Eastablishment. with 
blatant arrogance, defines as “rig- 
hteous gentiles” or. in foe case of 
the Israels, “good Zionists'’. Only 
after becoming better acquainted 
with foe Palestinians’' plight and 
the historical record did they all 
become pro-Palestinian. 

This is nice but I would not men- 
tion it had I not noticed that this 
dimension of today's pro-- 
Palestinian activists opens the way 
for a better struggle for real justice 
and peace in the Middle East. Be 
they representatives of “practical 
political” bodies. or simply of mil- 
itant peace-oriented groups, 
today's activists know bom sides, 
understand there is no clear 
black-and-white situation in the 
Middle East and are. therefore; 
far more prone to accept (som- 
etimes grudgingly) the two states 
solution, i.e.. foe need for foe cre- 
ation of an independent Pal- 
estinian State besides, and not ins- 
tead of. foe State of Israel. 

This, in turn, gives the Israeli 
and Jewish peace camp new arms 
in its ongoing struggle for the hea- 
rts and minds of every Israeli and 
every Jew-in the Diaspora. If we 
can prove that the struggle for a 
free Palestine is not aimed at foe 
destruction of Israel, and that the 
Palestinians' Western allies are 
also foe best defenders of Jewish 


r 


existence and rights in the future 

— bofo in the Middle East and in 
foe West— then, and only tbeu. 
sh al 1 we be able to make inroads of 
.cons eq uence. 

The Jewish coatrfcution to the 
-NGO'i fight for a just sd ution is 
'important It was acknowledged 

as such when more than one hun- 
dred Non-Gove mmental Org- 
anisations applauded Knesset 
Member Matty Peled from Israel 
and elected this writer, who rep- 
resented the International Jewish 
Peace Union (UFU), to P«=»de 
over foe first session of foe mee- 
ting. The Israeli Council for Israel 
Palestine Peace, the DemoCTaric 
Front for Peace and Equality in 
Israel, and foe UPU were all re- 
elected .to foe ICC. foe Int- 
ernational Coordinating Com- 
mittee of U.N. NGOs. 

Yet our role in fofe body is not 
just to represent the Jews and Isr- 
aelis who want justice for the Pal- 
estinians and believe in peace. It is 
also, and above all to help create 
an efficient and effective network 
of individuals and groups who. * 
shall be able to confront foe Israeli 
establishment’s propaganda. 
Another war may be in the making 
soon. The darker forces in Israel 
will have learned foe lessons of 
their propaganda fiasco, during 
foe War of Lebanon, in i 982. It is 
up to us to see that, next time, the 
meefia shall not be blanketed by 
falsehood and pro-Zionist pro- 
paganda. It is up to us to sec that 
the governments of the West be 
forced to act. It is up to us to make 
sure that the true believers in jus- 
tice and freedom are mobilised, 
once again, for the coming eme- ^ 
rgencies. 

The existence of the U.N.NGO 
forum ensures that we will be 
given- a chance to succeed. Should 
we fail, it will be our fault alone. 
And our most heavy res- 

- poosibflity. as human beings and 
justice fighters — Israel and Pal- 
estine Political Report. 



Vice-presidential choice brings Marcos assets 


MANILA (R) — Arturo Tol- 
entino, 75, named Wednesday by 
President Ferdinand Marcos as his 
running ma te- in fl ec ti ons in Feb- 
ruary, brings three major assets to 
a ticket assured of victory — ind- 
ependence, credibility amid Manila 
votes. 

By co-opting a man who was 
fired from the government nine 
months ago for ‘ ‘ incompatibility",' 
Marcos has disarmed those who 
might accuse him of appointing a 
“yes-man” as his number two. 

Furthermore, Tolentino has 
consistently questioned the leg- 
ality of a parliamentary bill setting 
the election. He appears before 
the supreme court next week to 
argue, as a neutral “friend of foe 
coart,’’ against its con- 
stitutionality. 

Hie argues that Marcos cannot 
call an election without first res- 
igning, a point made by opposition 
legislators and eminent lawyers 


rhaliigngrng the b3L 

He is popular in metropolitan 
Manila, which has more than four 
million registered voters. He was 
the only one of five candidates for 
the ruling New Society Movement 
(KBL) in the city of Manila to win 
in the 1984 national assembly ele- 
ctions. 

Also, even as the man who 
would be only a heart-bqat away 
from the presidency, he poses no 
political threat to Marcos from 


otters, he said: “I always felt like a 
casual employee whose services 
can be terminated at any point.”' 

Tolentino is a highly respected 
lawyer, former congressman and 
senator in the bi-cameral leg- 
islature Marcos abolished, along 
with the vice-presidency, when he 
declared martial law in 1972. 

He has served the government 
in several capacities, both at home 
and internationally. Among other 
jobs, he represented the Phi- 


personal ambition or powerful, lippines at the United Nations and 
supporting cliques, a significant at the Law of the Sea Conference, 
factor in Phifippme politics. 

Tolentino was peremptorily 
dumped as foreign minister last 
March. The president said in a let- 
ter of dismissal that his position on 
certain issues was “incompatible 
with those of foe party and the 
government.” 

In response, Tolentino told 
Marcos: “My leaving the cabinet 
is a happy development.”'- To rep- 


He was elected to parliament in 
1978 as a member of the Nac- 
ionalista Party under the umbrella 
of the KBL, served as a minister of 
state for foreign affairs and was 
re-electecd on the KBL ticket last 
year. 

But he was always considered a 
maverick or gadfly within the 
arty. Wi& opposition support, he 
a national 


early in 1984 that laid down rules 
of succession if Marcos died or left 
the presidency before his term 
ended. _ 

After he was sacked, Tolentino 
said often that he would not sup- 
port Marcos if he resigned and ran 
for re-election. 

On tiie eve of Wednesday’s 
KBL no mina ting convention, 
Tolentino said that if asked by 
- Marcos and backed by the KBL to 
be vice-president, “I will accept, 
though reluctantly. I would acc- 
ept, ibrut with a tittle bit of dif- 
ficulty.”' 

Asked about apparent inc- 
onsistencies in his positions, he 
told Reuters: “I said I would not 
. support him if he resigned and ran 
for re-election. Well, he has not 
resigned yet and under the (ele- 
ction) bill his resignation does not 
become effective until the winner 
is declared. 


Britain signs ‘Star Wars’ pact 
despite official scepticism 


By Alan Eisner 

Reuter 

LONDON — Britain has become 
the first country to join U.S. Pre- 
sident Ronald Reagan's strategic 
defence initiative (SDI) pro- 
gramme despite widespread sce- 
pticism about whether it will work. 

One senior British defence off- 
icial said there was considerable 
doubt among experts about whe- 
ther the programme could ever 
fulfil President Reagan's dream of 
making nuclear weapons obsolete 
by constructing a space-based 
defensive shield against them. 

"But when the Americans are 
willing to spend $26 billion on fin- 
ding out whether such a dream is 
viable, foe attitude here was why 
shouldn’t British companies have 
a share of the action.'’ the official 
said 

According to British officials. 
Prime Minister Margaret Tha- 
tcher was motivated more by pol- 
itical and commerical con- 


siderations than an evaluation of 
the military potential of the space 
research programme, popularly 
known as “Star Wars”. - 

She was also anxious to und- 
erline Britain’s special rel- 
ationship with the United States. 

Thatcher originally attempted 
to write specific guarantees of 
$1.5 billion worth of business for 
British companies into foe agr- 
eement. When Washginton ref- 
used she settled for vague ass- 
urances of “substantial con- 
tracts.”' 

According to the defence off- 
icial. in doing so Thatcher ove- 
rruled several government min- 
isters concerned that Britain 
might be concentrating too great a 
proportion of its scientific res- 
ources on SDI while neglecting 
other areas of research. 

There were also those within 
the government, including For- 
eign Secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe, 
who were not enthusiastic about 
SDI and its possible destabilising 


effects on East- West relations, foe 
official said. 

British military analyst Ronald 
Pretty said he believed foe pro- 
gramme might lead to a renewed 
superpower arms race. 

' Pretty, editor of foe Jane's 
Weapons Systems, wrote in the 
foreword to the- 1985/86 edition: 

“If we ask how SDI is expected 
to deal with foe threats from con- 
ventional strategic bombers, cru- 
ise missiles and in-atmosphere 
‘nuclear weapon delivery vehicles, 
the answer at this stage must sur- 
ely be it probably will not.”- 

There was also the danger that 
SDI systems would deal a fatal 
blow to the anti-ballistic missile 
treaty. leading to foe unchecked 
growth in nuclear strategic wea- 
pons. Pretty said. 

U.S. Defence Secretary Caspar 
Weinberger, in London to sign the 
agreement on British par- 
ticipation. dismissed fears that the 
system ultimately might not work. 


“Our research in SDI is going 
'extraordinarily well and joined, as 
we hope we will be. by the most 
creative skills among our friends. I 
believe we will progress for more 
rapidly than any of us believed 
possible,”" he told a news con- 
ference. 

Much of foe impetus for British 
participation in the programme 
came from foe powerful defence 
industry lobby, which was quick to 
spot the commercial possibilities. 

With Britain about to commit a 
large part of its defence budget to 
a major modernization of its ind- 
ependent nuclear deterrent thr- 
ough foe acquisition of U.S. Tri- 
dent missiles, the companies fear a 
squeeze on. other contracts. 

The Defence Ministry cal- 
culates that about 250.000 jobs 
are directly dependent on its pro- 
curement and equipment orders 
which are certain to be cut dra- 
stically as foe Trident programme 
gathers pace. 


Clergyman recalls 
Khomeini’s 14 years 
of exile in Iraq 


By Tod Robberson 

Ratter 

i 

NAJ AF, Iraq — The holy dty of 
Najaf provides one of the ironies 
of foe Gulf war — .for J 4 years it # 

y? s ffpink, tp Iran’s spfriffllfader* 

Ayatollah “Ruhbllah Khomeini, 
who ritiW'seeks the overthrow of 
foe Iraqi regime. 

“When he left here, nobody 
knew he would lead the Islamic 
revolution in Iran.” said Ismail 
Abdul Majid, director of the 
300-year-old Imam Ali Mosque, 
•wheije Khomeini paid daily visits 
for prayer and meditation. 

Najaf. which lies south of foe 
capital Baghdad, has a population 
of 250.000 and is one of Islam's 
holiest cities. The mosque houses 
the gold-encrusted tomb of Imam 
Ali. the Prophet Mohammed's 
cousin and son-in-law who is reg- 
arded as spiritual founder of 
Shf ite Islam. 

“Khomeini lived here for 14 
years, and our leaders took good 
care of him."- Majid said; “He 
lived in a small house which the 
government gave him. People did 
not pay attention to him.” 
Khomeini stayed here virtually 
up to Iran's 1979 revolution. 
Today, with the Gulf war .more 
than five years old. he says there 
can be no peace unless President 
Saddam Hussein is ousted. 

“Even President Hussein wel- 
comed foe revolution in Iran. We 
thought Khomeini would help 
Iraq, but he took the side of the 
■enemy.” said Majid, whose rem- 
arks in Arabic were translated by a 
government official. - 
The information ministry off- 
icial would not permit this rep- 
orter to visit Khomeini's former 
residence or speak to other Najaf 
inhabitants. 

" Asked how the people of Najaf 
now viewed Khomeini. Majid off- 
ered neither praise nor criticism. 
“He drank our water and ate our 
‘food. We are sorry that he left 
Iraq.” 

Majid, himself a clergyman who 


wears the maroon brimless hat 
and green half-turban of a Shfite 
scholar, insisted Khomeini never 
had a folk) wing in Najaf. where he 
headed foe theological college- 

Khomeini came to. Najaf in.. 
1964.- from Turkey. He was dep- ' 
onset ; there by .- .Iran for cam-. ' 
pdigaing against the late Shah. 

When the Shah began to lib- 
eralise politics in the late 1970s 
and the opposition movement 
built up. Khomeini issued ins- 
tructions to his followers through 
tape-recordings which circulated 
clandestinely. 

Tehran put pressure on Iraq to 
stop the flow of anti-Shah inv- 
ective from Najaf. and Khomeini 
was forced to leave for France in 
October 1978. He made a tri- 
umphant return to Tehran on Feb- 
ruary 1. 1979. 

Majid said Iraqis rejected foe 
fundamentalist Islamic state 
Khomeini had established in Iran. 

Majid said foe prominence of 
veiled women clad in black aba- 
yas. or long, flowing robes, was 
not a sign of fundamentalist pre- 
ssures within Najaf s pre- 
* dominantly Shfite Muslim pop- 
ulation. He described it simply as 
"a matter of choice." 

“Every man should do what he 
believes himself. It is not up to me 
to tell you how to dress or beh- 
ave.” he added. 

Majid challenged Khomeini's 
motives for continuing foe war 
with Iraq and said foe Holy Koran, 
the beokgf Islam, strictly forbids 
Muslims to fight each other. 

“He says this is a religious war. 
hut it is not. It is a political war. 
and a religious man does not get 
involved in politics,” Majid said. 

Najaf hears no apparant scars 
from the war. 

Instead of the anti-aircraft bat- 
teries and military installations 
that dot the countryside outside 
most other Iraqi cities of this size. 
Najaf is surrounded by mud huts 
and vast desert fields where gra- 
zing camels easily outnumber sol- 
diers. 
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rules OK 

By J.H. Boteler 


THIS WEEK sees the ead of some 
series, foe temporary return of an 
did one, and a very fine feature 
film. First of aiS though, we start, 
with a mad outbreak of love and 
romance in tins week's ration of: 


In It’s Your Move, (tonight), 
there’s a terrible mix-up between 
. Norman and young Matthew over 
some love-tetters which they both 
receive, (though why anyone sho- 
uld send Master Barton a billet- 
doux is very mysterious). In Sun- 
day’s Chance fa A Muon , the 
impending, and very welcome, 
nuptials of Tom and Alison are 
threatened somewhat when the 
loving couple pay a visit to the 
parents of the bride. Whether of 
not love is in the air for Sam and 
Daphne, stars of Monday's Three 
Up, Two Down, only time wiQ teD, 
but if it is, they had bettor hurry 
up , since this is the final episode cn 
foe current series. It would seem 
that romance has got to Cindy, in 
Wednesday’s Three’s Company in 
a very big way, sdoce-h appears 
that she is pregnant, (shock, hor- 
ror), but as usual it is aB a mis- 
understanding, in an episode ent- 
itled “And Baby Makes Four.” 
Add to that Dr. Shinefeki bre- 
aking up with a young girl because 
he thinks her too young for him, in 
Thursdays Emergency Room, and 
Sara, in Friday’s series of the same 
name, being in a quandary bec- 
ause she has fallen for some son of 
■midgpt, then it could be said that 
spring is in the air in a very big 
way, —or at least on Channel 6. 
The odd man oat is That’s My 
Boy, on Tuesday, m which this cur- 
ious assortment of individuals dec- 
ide to set themselves up in the fast 
food business, selling burgers. 

Documentaries 

The heady world of romance 
would have had an in-depth study 
with foe 9th programme of the 
Antomaab series, called “Cha- 
riots Of Love,” but this study of 
the automobile as an aid to cou- 
rtship was probably considered 
rather too depraved (there are 
limits, you know), and any future 
showing of it is extremely dou- 
btful, and so tonighfs episode is 
the 10th in foe 13 part series (or 
are JTV merely superstitious?) 
“Driven To The Limits” examines 
the constant war waged between 
the law and drivers. Not so much 
the perils of drank drivers, (sub- * 
ject of several recent Channel 6 
films, and two thoroughly dep- 
ressing reports oit last week’i : 
News AtTto) j but rather foe atf- 
ho ri ties tactics in combatfing-Toad " 
congestion. In Tokyo motorists 
are now charged every time they 
use foe road (I remember it being 
claimed that the traffic scheme in 
Oxford, England, is altered on 
average twice a year solely in 
order to deter motorists from com- 
ing into foe city!). Also examined 
are the various forms of driving 
test around foe world. Again in 
Japan, apart from the actual ins- 
truction, learners have to undergo 
a written test covering foe rules of 
foe road and basic car-mechanics, 
(much as in Jordan). In South 
Korea driving tests have become a 
public spectacle, with thousands 
of spectators crowding into a vast 
amphitheatre to watch. 

Way Of The Warrior has fin- 
ished its run, and its slot this Sun- 
day is being taken by an errant 


episode of “Vista”; having as its. 
title “Hear Today, Gone Tom-- 
onow ” which is really not in foe 
best of taste, since i n all about 
deafness, and the various cures, 
available. Probably much more 
fan will be^TheLongCham,” this 
Wednesday’s offering from the 
absorbing Connections series. Ido- 
Itided this week are the Dutch tra- 
ding ships and routes, 
between Holland and 
Sea-hade, the spice routes, (win it 
visit Petra?), foe pollution of the 
river Thames, the use of steel in . 
ships, and weapons, lots and tots 
of lovely weapons. (But of bou- 
rae). . 

Detectives 

This Monday sees the end of 
Bergerac (The present series, not 
the man bnnseif). Hie is obviously 
in need of a rest though, siooe foe- 
murderess last week was unc- 
overed by it being discovered that 
on the day she claimed to have 
arrived in Jersey there was an air- 
traffic controller’s strike. Which 
late discovery showed up both 
herself and ragged Jim as more 
than a bit stupid. Her, since foe 
hotel where she was staying would 
have been filled with red-faced, 
all-expenses paid company exe- 
cutives swearing at foe rec- 
eptionist, and him because his 
department, die Bureau des Etr- 
angers would have been similar ly 
beseiged. Even Francine was a bit 
Slow on the uptake, working as she 
does ia foe tourist office in one of 
the most popular holiday resorts 
in the whole of foe British Isles. 
Anyway, they bad better wake 
their ideas iq> this week, since they 
are on the trail of French public 
Enemy Number One, and his elu- 
sive girlfriend. Much more rel- 
axing is Atelier, She Wrote, also 
on Monday. “Widow, Weep For 
Me” is the endearing title this time 
around. A female cousin of Aunt 
Jessica is killed, after receiving 
stacks of threatening letters. 
Don’t bother about actually trying 
to work out whodunnit, simply 
identify foe one character who is 
not an official suspect, and you 
will have found foe villain. It 
works every time . (At least it did 
last week). Mysterious letters sig- 
ned “Anon” also figure pro- 
minently in Rendogtm Steele on 
Wednesday, only this time they 
are received by a female reporter, 
who promptly hires onr heroes to 
find the correspondent. Sensible 
lass. And so to Friday and an epi- 
sode, not of Ma^ann, but of 
“ Simon And Simon.” These are 
two brothers who operate as a 
te^frf-pri^te^is^an^.caa be 
described as a'rather st upid . ver- 
skm of Starsky and HutcnT which 
is not very complimentary, but 
considering that they made their 
TV debut in an episode of Mag- 
num, in which even he managed to 
out-think them, it is thoroughly 
deserved. Friday’s episode is ent- 
itled “Art For Arthur’s Sake.” 
and is concerned with underhand 
dealings involving a price-less 
painting. So much for foe cops and 
robbers. 

Drama 

This is very well served this 
week, and ranges from foe sub- 
lime to foe ridiculous. I know in 
which category I would place Sun- 
day’s Love Boat, but you can make 
up your own minds. This week 
provides a truly gut-wrenching 


on JTV 

tear-jerker. Little Toby and his 
Grandma are taking acruise. Sud- 
den^ gramrie falls ill. Toby runs 
waiting to foe doctor, and between 
sobs announced that grandma is 
dying. Doctor trundles along to 
the cabin, and makes an unf- 
ortunate discovery. The person 
who is really ill is Toby. While a 

m illinn lumps ria> m a millio n thr - 

oats, Doc. prescribes two aspirins 
and twenty-four hours attendance 
at foe sick bed by foe ship’s string 
quartet. Which wffl be fine, just as 
fang as he manages to keep the 
odious Vicki away. Tuesday has 
episode four of foattralyawesoine 
series. The Secret Of The Black 
Dragon. This programme is bec- 
oming absolutely mind-boggling. 
After the last two fun-filled epi- 
sodes, I think 1 am beginning to 
get foe message: Russia is A Bad 
Place. True, whereas episode two 
had such delights as a Boating raft 
absolutely choc-a-bloc with cor- 
pses dangling from gibbets, (han- 
ging room only), and a severed 
head impaled on a stake and gal- 
loping around foe frozen wastes 
tied to a horse, last week made do 
with showing some farHass ind- 
ividual getting his hat nailed to his 
forehead. Even so this programme 
cannot be doing much good to the 
Russian tourist trade. The cha- 
racters continue to astound in all 
their myriad complexities. I am 
unsure as to exactly what has bef- 
allen Father Pereira, (I missed the 
opening quarter-of-an-hour last 
week), but I am very happy to see 
that the romance between Wolf 
and Nadja is stfll going strong: he, 
mattering strange oaths sotto 
voce, her a hapless slave in the 
dutches of yet another band of 
uncouth brigands. Admittedly foe 
is a very desirable piece, but surety 
she’s getting rather shop- worn by 
now? Wolf should do as his father 
does, and have no track with mer- 
ely physical matters. Week two 
saw him shrug off the slight inc- 



Would you walk out on her? .Missing from Horae, Friday at 9:10 


onvenience of a broken leg as an 
irritating bore, and last week saw 
him, though nine-tenths frozen 
solid, take only the briefest sip of a 
heady and restorative potion bre- 
wed by the local Eskimos. (Esk- 
imos in Russia? Surely some mis- 
take here?). He also has the pick 
of the dialogue, as this imp- 
assioned line from last week dem- 
onstrates: “Behind us — die gal- 
lows. Before us — what lies before 
us?” Well, if you really want to 
know mate, 171 tell you: China, 
and that blessed river you keep 
harping on about. Doubtless what 
we have already witnessed in tor- 
ture and methods of persuasion 
are about as heavy as a slap on the 
wrist compared to foe delights for 
the next three weeks. 


Tonight. 



....330 


9.00 

Feature Film: Aces High 

...10.20 

Sunday 


Chance In A Million 

Vista 

....330 

3:10 


Lore Boat 10 JO 

Monday 


Three Up, Two Down 
Bergerac ................ 

Murder, She Wrote 




Tuesday 


* 

”T 

~...£id 




BlackDragaon 
Feature film: Death Cruise 10.20 

Wednesday 


Due to deadlines I am writing 
this before Act One of “An ins- 
pector Calls” on Thursday, but 
that should have proved highly 
embarassing for Mr. Billing and 
his daughter Sheila, and Act Two 
will show other members of this- 
ill-fated dinn er party as lacking in 
foe proper care and consideration 
and sense of responsibility for 
others, which of course is the main 
moral of not only this play, but all 
of Priestley’s work. (And this is as 
good a moment as any to res- 
.830 pcctfally mark the passing of both 
“ .930 Philip 1 jtHrin and Robert Graves). 
Finally, Friday, and the last epi- 
sode of Missfcig From Home, 
which sees Alison at last meeting 
up with her erring husband, over a i 
linner table. If I was her I’d take a r ' 
teak knife to han^ '*- • * • ’-sa •. • 

**r*- ■ 

Feature Films 


..1030 


care and expense foe enjoyed. It 
suggested a serious lack of per- 
spective. The U5AF is, of cou- 
rse , not generally neglectful of the 
well-being of its personnel, which 
cannot be a id of their En glish 
equivalents in World War I, which 
is the subject of tonight’s film. 
“ Aces High." Made in 1 976. it is a 
very moving and at times quite 
horrifying story of how young fly- 
ers were needlessly sacrificed. (At 
one point a request for parachutes 
is refused on foe grounds that they 
would lower the resolve of the pil- 
ots!) Starring Malcolm McDowell, 
Simon Ward, Christopher Plu- 
mmer, Sir John Gielgud, Trevor 
Howard and Ray Milland. it is a 
searing refutation of the myth of 
the glorious life of foe flying aces 
of that war, and should not be mis- 
sed. Tuesday’s offering is called 
“Death Cruise,” and apart from 
telling you it is a 1974 made- 
for-TV movie starring Kate Jac- 
kson. (of “Scarecrow and Mrs 
King” fame), and Celeste Holm, I 
know nothing more about it; h 
sounds fairly predictable though. 
Thursday’s film is another made- 
for-TV effort, this time from 
1972, and stars George Kennedy 
and Vera Miles as a successful 
aerospace engineer and his wife 
who have to come to terms with 
his losing his job after twenty 
years. It is called “A Great Ame- 
rican Tragedy.” 


I end with foe performance of 
the week, that of Juventus, and its 
star performer. Michel Platini, 
gloriously triumphant in foe 
World Cub Championship in 
Tokyo. A gripping plot, with many 
twists and turns, and a nail-biting 
finish. The good guys won, if only 
because the Argentinian team cel- 
ebrated their goals in such a dis- 
gusting fashion. Which leads me 
nicely to a long-awaited pleasure, 
that of repaying Fizz Waters for 
mentioning me in one of his recent 
Sports Round Ups on Radio Jor- 
dan. Not only is he a neighbour, he 
is also a generous host and a witty 
raconteur, and has been kind eno- 
ugh to lend me his video player, 
thus ensuring that I do not miss 
any of foe “Black Dragon.” (Is 
this a good thing, I ask). He also 
supports QJ’.R., and was very 
rude about my own favourites. 
West Ham, and so it is with und- 
isguised glee that I repeat last 
week’s score- line; Q-P.R. O — 
West Ham 1. Snicker, snicker, 
chortle. Oh, no, what have I done? 
No sooner will he read this, than 
he will come storming downstairs 
and furiously demand his video 
back. You moron John; you com- 
pletely imbedlic, d underheaded 
dolL Fade-out, to the sounds of 
your witless reviewer banging his 
head repeatedly against the wall. 
Thumpa. thorapa, aargh. Thuropa, 
thumps, OUCh. Itaapa. ttmmpa. moan. 


Mexico’s intellectuals up in 
arms over soccer cup venue 

The palace itself, close to the 
entral Reforma Avenue, was in 


By PhD Davison 

Reuter 

MEXICO CITY — Is soccer an 
art? Mil lions of fans around foe 
world might say it is. But artists 
and intellectuals in Mexico, site of 
next year’s World Cup finals, do 
not agree. 

Die country’s poets, painters, 
sculptors, musicians and others 
are up in arms over the fact that 
foe draw for foe World Ctip finals 
is to be held in their revered Pal- 
ace of Fine Arts in Mexico City. 

“What barbarity”, “it’s a pro-’ 
fanity”. “they might as well turn a 
cathedral into a cantina (bar)** — 
these were some comments by 
Mexican intellectuals. 

“The palace is being raped.” 
author Salvador Elizondo told 
reporters. 

Some artists said they would 
launch an international campaign 
to win foe support of Spanish- 
language artists in hopes of pro-' 
venting the soccer draw from 
going ahead in foe 50-year-old 
palace on December 1 5. 

The imposing palace, in foe cen- 
tre of foe capital, is decorated with 
some of Mexico's finest art works, 
including murals by Diego Rivera, 
and is considered foe showpiece of 
the country’s art. 


■ Cent 

the heart of the earthquake dam- 
age. Bul although nearby bui- 
ldings such as foe Regis Hotel col- 
lapsed. the palace was unscathed. 

The World Clip organisers said 
the palace had been chosen for foe 
draw, to be watched live by hun- 
dreds of millionsrOf television vie- 
wers around the world, because it 
had good communications fac- 
ilities- 

“It will also demonstrate to the 
world that Mexico is on its feet 
despite the earthquake and that 
we possess one of the jewels of art 
nouveau — foe palace.” said Raf- 
ael Del Castillo, president of foe 
Mexican Football Federation. „ 

Artist Jose Bolanos Azcue'of 
foe city of Puebla was quoted as 
saying in foe Excelsior newspaper: 
“It would be a profanity to hold 
this (draw) in foe Palace of Fine 
Arts.” 

Attacking the officials who 
made the decision, playwright 
Victor Hugo Rascon commented: 
“1 think foe earthquake must have 
affected their brains.” 

“It’s a triviaiisation of our ins- 
titutions.” said painter Antonio 
Salazar. “NexL. they'll be holding 
foe national lottery draw in foe 
palace.” 


Great 1985 vintage 
boosts Burgundy prices 

red lust year, and works out at 
about $319 a bottle. 

Merchants were not overjoyed 
at foe price rises, fearing cus- 
tomers may turn to wines from ■ 
other regions if Burgundies get 
too expensive. 

A buyer at one of the most res- 
pected Parisian wine merchants 
called the Hospices de Beaune 
prices “scandalous”, while Louis 
Latour. a leading Burgundian 
wine merchant and producer des- 
crilted them as “exaggerated”. 

La lour said he feared for the 
region's other wines, but there was 
unlikely to he a rerun of the dis- 
astrous experiences of the 1972- 
73 and 1979-80 seasons, when 
huyeni shunned the wine because 
of high prices. 

Clients do not have the huge 
stocks of Burgundy they had in the 
1970s. so the situation was less 
perilous, he said, though if mer- 
chants charged foreign buyers 
very high prices, there could be a 
risk of deterring them. 


By Audrey Stuart 

Reuter 

BEAUNE. France — If you have 
a weakness for the rich, red wines 
of Burgundy. 1 985 could he a year 
to remember. It looks like being 
foe first great vintage since 1 978 
— hut prices could l>e steep. 

Producers and merchants no 
longer fix the prices of Burgundies 
in line with the renowned sale at 
foe Hospices de Beaune, hut foe 
event still sets the tone. This year, 
reds rose an average 86 per cent, 
and whites were up by a third. 

The auction netted a record 
total of just over 25 million francs 
($3.2 million for the local hospital 
which owns 58 hectares of some of 
foe world’s finest vineyards. 

Of the 555 casks up for sale, few 
went to French buyers. The hig- 
hest price for a red Burgundy was 
70.000 francs ($9300) for a cash 
of Mazis Chamberlin. 

This was nearly 100 per cent 
higher than the most expensive 


Three’s Company ~830 

Connections „9.10 

Remington Steele ...... ..1030 

Thursday 

Emergency Room ......... 830 

An Inspector Calls (Act two) 9.00 

Varieties .930 

Feature Film: A Great American 
Tragedy 1030 

Friday 

Sara 330 

Missing From Home 930 

Simon And Simon 1020 


Before dealing with this week, I 
would like to say something about 
last Tuesday’s “Why Me?”. This 
was foe true story of how a 
woman's face and beauty were 
restored to her after a car crash, 
and a long series of operations. 
Now I don’t begrudge foe lady her 
eventual goodfortune and hap- 
piness, but one thing I did find a 
bit disturbing. The operations 
were carried out in an American 
Air Force Hospital , which was her 
entitlement, in 1 968 and 2 969. At 
that time foe Vietnam War was at 
its height, and thousands of young 
airmen were returning home, a lot 
of them with injuries as bad as. if 
not worse, than hers. I very much 
doubt if they got the attention, 


Aid today, but what tomorrow? 


By Dr. Farouk A1 Baz 

IF A picture is worth a thousand 
words, a televised report is worth a 

million. Films of the drought dis- 
asters in Ethiopia, the Sudan. 
Mozambique, and other African 
countries are heart-wrenching. 
Almost as disturbing are the per- 
ceptions of cause and effect that 
pervade most comments on the 
situation. 

Many experts would have us 
believe that somehow the people 
involved bear responsibility for 
their misfortune. We are rep- 
eatedly told thatit is foe nomads in 
these parched lands that rain the 
environment. They misuse the 
land, we are told, chop down the 
trees and allow their animals to 
overgraze. Thus, the place bec- 
omes a desert. 

Most of us are left with the imp- 
ression that foe desert is man- 
made. This misconception is typ- 
ical of foe simple-mindedness of 
blaming all the ills of the earth on 
mankind. If this misconception 
were sanply naive and rather har- 
mless. it would not matter. How- 
ever, accepting it may be 
counter-productive, because it has 
two very dangerous implications: 

It suggests that the people font 
live in the dry parts or the world 
ruin their environment because - 
they do not understand it. With 
this assumption goes the arrogant 
notion foat acade mics and dev- 
elopment planners know foe des- 
ert better than local inhabitants 
do. It insniiiates that our new tec- 
hnologies and scientific tec- 
hniques can surely fix it 

In reality, deserts form because 
of scarafy of rain. TIk term “des- 
ert” came to us from the ancient 


Egyptian hieroglyph pronounced 
“Desert,” which means abandoned 
or forsaken. This idea correctly 
implied that today’s deserts used 
to be kinder plaices in which there 
was life. 

Once there was rain. Then the 
clouds gradually disappeared. 
These places dried up and were 
deserted by plants, animals and 
man. The deserts are where they 
are because of the rhythmic pat- 
ters of global circulation of air 
masses in the earth’s atmosphere, 
which are fueled by energy from 
foe son. 

My studies of the records of 
water levels of Lake Nasser beh- 
ind foe Aswan High Dam show 
levels of water were dangerously 
low in 1973 and 1984 following 
periods, of African droughts in 
1 968-1971 and 1980-1983. This 
corresponds with foe period of 
highest sunspot activity. Fur- 
thermore, both periods were fol- 
lowed by dangerous floods in 
1975 and 1985, at the point of 
lowest sunspot activity. 

This cycle is superimposed on u 
rhythm of alternating wet and dry 
climates in foe desert, which, are 
related to global changes in the 
Earth's atmosphere ana may be 
related to the ice ages. In today’s 
African . deserts I have enc-- 
ountered bones of animats, ostrich 
eggshell fragments, as well as 
human-fashioned hand tools, mil- 
ling and grinding stones and pot 
fragments. . ‘ 

Today's misery in foe aridiands 
of Ethiopia and Mozambique is 
caused by an enduring drought. 

The answer is not “aid projects” 
that rcsultinsettiingof foe nomads 
around overcrowded towns, as 
happened fidiowing the drought in . 


foe Sahel a decade ago. Take foe 
people out of their element, and 
they will be uuable to fully use 
their skills. Force them to settle in 
a place other than that of their 
own choice, and they will sit and 
wait for yon to solve all their pro- 
blems. Grain will only feed foe 
people today. 

Rain in the geologic past left 
b ehin d vast areas of arable land 
that may be hidden by sheets of 
sand. Some of that rain water see- 
ped through the rode to be stored 
in giant underground aquifers. 

NASA’s space shuttle is useful 
in this area. In November 1981 a 
shutttle-bome radar instrument 
unraveled the terrain beneath foe 
sands in the southern readies of 
the western desert of Egypt. In an 
area that is now bone-dry without 
a single blade of grass, foe radar 
revealed ancient river courses as 
wide as the Nile valley. Nearby a 
region was selected to drill for 
water. Eight wells were dug and all 
brought fresh water from depths 
between 25 and 250 feet. Today 
there is an experimental farm that 
may be foe nucleus for a vast agr- 
icultural settlement in this par- 
ched land. 

In October 1984 the large- 
format camera developed for 
Nasa obtained high-resolution 
photographs of Ethiopia, Sirnalia 
and Sudan showing clearly foe 
migration of people from Ethiopia 
into Somalia and their refugee 
camps. They showed foe best rou- 
tes to encampments, and they 
showed foe areas with potential 
id-water resources. It is this 
of information that may 
make a difference in the long-term 
resolution of drought in Africa. 

Second, we should study foe 


ways erf desert nomads and try to 
reinstate their ageold practices 
and desert-bora wisdom. Nom- 
ads' roam foe land followed by 
their meagre herds not because 
they are a restless lot. They do so 
because theirs is the only way of 
using foe scarcest and most inc- 
onsistent of resources: rain. In foe 
desert, when it rains, it does so in 
one small place and not in others. 
And when the occasional rain clo- 
uds return, it rains in some other 
place. Desert dwellers have dev- 
eloped a remarkable sensitivity to 
such happenings. 

Third, we should accept the cyc- 
lic pattern of mother nature's 
moods. Part of the harvest in years 
of abundance should be stored for 
the lean years. 

There is one more important 
human lesson to be learned fa cop- 
ing with drought and famine. We 
must require foe harsh but fruitful 
policy of making foe afflicted peo- 
ple work rather than sit and wait 
tor “manna from heaven.” 

There is nothing more hum- 
iliating and spirit-breaking to 
humans than being herded into 
refugee camps. While in these 
encampments,' these people sho- 
uld at least be made to work to 
give them mental strength, which 
gradually translates into physical 
strength. Above all, work restores 
human dignify. 

Living with the desert and its 
changing moods was done for tho- 
usands of years. It can be done 
again, and we have foe opp- 
ortunity to lead the way. How- 
ever, if we cannot understand the 
desert, we should not embark on 
projects of questionable value and 
should save our aid funds — The 
Guardian. 
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With Alia the USA. is only a seat away. 


CMCAGO 



Take off for an exciting change 
of pace to New York, Chicago, 
or Los Angeles with Alia, the 
only direct connection between 
Amman, Jordan's prosperous 
international gateway of the 
Middle East and the USA. 

We fly you there with regular 
flights conveniently scheduled 
throughout the week. 

Whether you’re crossing 
the Atlantic for business, 
study, or pleasure, you'll feel 
at home with Alia in the 
warm familiarity of traditional 
Jordanian hospitality. 

Discover the 
Royal World of Alia 



Alfa: The Royal Jordanian Airline 
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S .Americans 
in World Cn 



first round 


fca fee$S mart m 4&c first 


World Cap is Menco, fee 


roood groopsoltbe 1986 
be International Football 


West German Hermann Neu- 
bergex, chairman of the organising 
committee, said the draw would 
ensure that Brazil and the three 
non- seeded South Americans — 
Paraguay, Uruguay and Arg- 
entina — could meet only in toe 
later knockout stages. 

He was speaking at a press con- 
ference to spell oat how the draw 
would be organised here on Sun- 
day (1800 GMT). 

Neuberger also revealed for the 
first time where all six seeded nat- 
ions would play. 

— Holders Italy, Puebla 
(Group “A”). 

— Hosts Mexico, Mexico City/ 
Toluca (Group 

— European Champions Fra- 


s 

* 

i 


nee, Leon/Irapuato (Group‘ , C”). 

— Brazil, Guadalajara (Group 
“D”). 

— West Germany, runners-up 
m 1982, Queretaro (Group “FT- 

— Poland, third in 1982, Mon- 
terrey fGioup^l- 

Ids lematmngjB finalists will 
be placed in tins pots. 

rot one wiD bold the three othe r 
South Americans plus what FIFA 
considers the top Europeans — 
England, Spain and the Soviet 
Union. 

POt two will contain the less- 
experienced sides in World Cup 
terms — Algeria, Morocco, Iraq, 
South Korea, Canada and Den- 
mark. 

Pot three wfli comprise the rest 




WVe§ Mocker 


Beauty expert welcomes you to Al-Waha 
stores, 2nd floor to provide you with the 
latest fashion colours and beauty treatment 
for skin care and any advice needed for 
Yves Rocher make-up. 

From 13/12/85 till 23/12/85 
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THE HOST PRESTIGIOUS 
WATCHES. PENS . LIGHTERS . LUGGAGE 

pil 


v _ TOWER C5>.|f^RCL4l_ CCyTHE - - PRINCE MOHAM Kl^D S.T f 
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DELUXE FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

jabai Amman 5th Circle 

A new furnished flat consisting of two bedrooms, salon (L) 
with glassed big veranda, dining room, modem kitchen, two 
bathrooms, separate central heating, telephone available, 
car parking. 

Please call 816455 


of die Europeans — Belgium, 
Hungary, Bulgaria, Northern Ire- 
land, Portugal and Scotland. 

Neuberger said the draw would 
be made neither crosswise along 
die groups, nor vertically down 
one group at a time. 

Under a complicated format, a 
preliminary draw will determine 
wind) pot wiQ be dealt with first. 

That pot wifi be emptied one 
countzy at a time, and a, spn^ 
ultaneous draw from a separate 
'pot will decide the group in which 
each of .the six nations will play 
andln which row of that particular 
section. 

To prevent Brazil facing Arg- 
entina, Paraguay or Uruguay in 
the opening round, the first Eur- 
opean team to emerge from pot 
one would be placed in the three 
times' ' champions - group, Nue- 
berger said. 


Becker 
named 
sportsman 
of the year 

BONN (R) — Wimbledon Cha- 
mpion Boos Becker was named 
West German sportsman of the 
year by the country's spo- 
rtswriters. 

In July, Becker, then 17, bec- 
ame the youngest winner of a 
men’s singles Grand Slam title and- 
the first unseeded player to win 
Wimbledon. 

His sensational victory tra- 
nsformed West Germany into a 
Tennis-crazy option and unl- 
eashed a wave Of adulation pop- 
ularly known as “Bccker-fever. ■ 

The Davis Cop team, led by 
Becker, which plays Swedcnin the 
final next week m Munich, was 
chosen as team of the year. 

Becker received the trophy at a 
ceremony Thursday night in 
Baden-Badca. 


Ban lifted on English club friendly matches 


MEXICO crrY (R) — The Int- 
ernational Football Federation 
(HFA) has lifted a ban on English 
dubs playing friendly matches in 
Europe, a FIFA spokesman said 
-Friday. 

Gmdo Tognom told Reuters 
.that FIFA’s Executive Com- 
mittee, headed by die world 
body^ President Joao Havelange 
of Brazil, had taken the decision 
late Thursday night. 

Itfollowed a written submission 
from English Football Association 
(FA) Secretary Ted Ocher. 

FIFA and the European Foo- 
tball Union (UEFA) imposed 
in d efini te bans on English dubs 
last June after riots at the Eur- 
opean Cup Final an May 29 "bet- 


ween Liverpool and 

Juventus of Italy hi Brussels res- 
ulted in 39 'deaths. 

FIFA, who have jurisdiction 
over jnerefly matches played in 
Europe, fitted their ban on Eng- 
lish dubs playing outside Europe 
the following month. But UEFA's 
erimin n of Fngjkij g jflfy from 
their three dub competitions rem- 
ains in force. 

FIFA sources said they believed 
thenfwas “a good drance^the 
UEFA ban ooukl be lifted in time 
for next season if violence is kq>t 
under control in R agland tins 
year., . 

Tognbni said Havelange and 
the Executive Committee had 


fam consideration the fact 
that the FA had taken “a number 
of serious measures to fight Tio- 
lence at soccer stacfoims.^ 
Oroker, who sat outside the 
hotel room for more t h an two 
hours while the c ommi tte e met, 
told Reuters: “Obvioasly Fm del- 
ighted. It's a step in die right dir- 
ection. In my submission, I told 
FIFA flat we ourselves (the FA) 
intended to exercise a strict powH 1 
of veto if we saw any danger of 
violence at any matches con* 


*'We m England have seen a 
good year in tennstrf football vio- 
lence and 1 think FIFA took tbzs 
into account” 


England Team Manager Bobby ted.’ 


pnhfnwjlieaewidi Crete andFA 

Chairman Bert Mfflfidtip for&a- 
tafi World Op draw, raid: ’Tm 
dfjMwad. Engfeh j>IayeiE, asp. 
^hy th^yoongsr ones, need the 

gives them.” 

Asked about the conti&tag 
UEFA ban, Croker indicated that 
the FA would ask next year that it 
be lifted. "We won’t be app- 
roaching UEFA abou t tins for 
another month or two, until due 
is further on,” he said. 

“But if we continue with a good 
violence-free season, we wfll ask 
our friends in Europe that these 
very, very severe sanctions be hf- 


Injured Austrian skier improves slightly 


FOR SALE AT TEM PTING_P RICE 

Unused 1984 model hatchback Nissan cars, Uberta (Stanza) ISOOcc 
and Cherry 1500cc. Customs duty UNPAD and cars are located at 
Zarqa Free Zone - Public Yard. Cars are hilly-automatic, air- 
conditioned, radio w/cassette recorder, electrical sliding roof-rear, 
wiper-side mirrors, different metallic colours and tinted glass. 

Pis. call Mr. Othman 
Tel. 860100 - room 614 


NOW OPEN 

For the first time in Jordan, you will be able to tast 
over fifteen kind of Pizza, Europian and American 
style, prepared infront of you. Choose your own 
mixture and we will prepare it in fifteen minutes. If 
you had a bad experience before please do not let 
it stop you from trying our restaurant. Just give us 
a chance. 

welcome to our shop 

Al-Faris Pizza Restaurant ° 

6th Circle/ A Swafiyh IP* 

Next to Shaksher Center 
Tel: 816630 






FAMOUS NAMES... 
in the world of supplying 
finishing materials for buildings 


mmmmsa 



.sf^vpwste* OO 1 - 

.tbiwaiiono 

.penetrating • 

• TERBAF1X „ 

.TERRAGROUT 

• ACRYLIC FILLER 9 - 

High quality finishings 

Wonderful results from Swedish 
and Danish products 

manufactured in Jordan by 
Swedish Polymarization industries 
Corporation. 




Sole Agents In Jordan: 

Architecture Finishings 
centre AFC 

Tel: 619438, /P.O. Box 921407 
Amman, Jabai Hussein, Firas Circle 





FURNISHED FLOOR FOR RENT 

A furnished ground floor in the most beautiful location 
in Shmeisani area (the Gardens) consisting of three 
bedrooms, two salons, dining room, sitting room, two 
bathrooms and two verandas with garden,- garage and 
telephone. 

Call Mr. Faisal tel: 604747 - 671554 


VAL DTSERE, France (R) <- 
Austrian skier Christine Putz, in a 
coma after a high-speed crash in a 
women’s Wond Cup DownhfflL 
Race Thursday, has improved sK- 
gbtiy, team-doctor Signed Wagner 
sail Friday. 

Dr. Wagner said it ooukl fake 
several (Sots before tire 19- 
year-old skier recov e red con- 
scaousnessafter heir crash, 

**She is a little better and has 
shown some reactions,'^ he told 
Renters. 

Putz injured her skull and suf- 
fered severe concussion but no 
iflteroa lmjiiries, he said. She had 
ptitchcsfcto heal in juries to her 
tarai/and Kps. 

Dr. Wanger accompanied the 
Innsbruck skier to the Sabkms 
Hospital in Grenoble, 170 kil- 
ometres fiom here, where tire was 


. placed in the nemo-surgical unit 

cm artificial respnatfoo. 

Christine Putz, 19j crashed in 
the opening Women's Downhill of 
the season, won by Mfchada Geig 
of West G ermany . 

Pmz landed cm her head as she 
came out of the ‘"Compression” 
sectoin near Are foot of the 
2,194-metre course, and was 
taken off tire track by betioopter. 
- -- Erare Sonrbeer, 20, who was 
preparing for a World Cup Men’s 
Downhill on Saturday, twisted in 
mid-air and landed on his head 
after taking a junro near the top of 
Santa Cristina'S Sastong Course. 

• HreUJS. team’s strength Coach 
Sam rVamofi said the injury was 
not expected to end Sombeef S 
career. “He will be fine. If £ not 
very serious and he is in good spi- 
rits^he said. 


APOLOGY 

Due to emergency reasons, a fashion show scheduled 
for Dec. 14 at Amra Hotel, has been postponed. The 
new date for the show will be announced shortly in the 
local newspapers. 

Joseph Beauty Salon, Clarins and Pupa 

For information call 821543 


UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF HER 
HIGHNESS PRINCESS TAGHREED 

Fashion designer Abeer Abdul Rahim 

will hold her greatest fashion show a t the Jordan Int- 
ercontinental Hot^l. -Mjss French Silk for .1986 to be 
displayed before yoCi duftrfga luxurious dinner to the j 
tunes:.of. thp, Tigers musical band. - («> ttC'i 'H'.iA | 
We invite you to enjoy this show which will be held on 
Saturday Dec. 21 , 1985 at 8:30 p.m. at At Mukhtar Hail. 
Keep your entry cards for a lottery later in the show. 

Tickets are sold at the following places: 

Abeer Abdul Rahim fashion rooms, Jabai Amman, 
Seventh Circle Tel: 810425, Jordan Intercontinental 
Hotel, Public Relations Office and Yassin Salon Mar- 
riott Hotel. 


NOTICE 

AQABA RAILWAY CORPORATION 
TENDER NO. 16/85 

The last date for receipt of the above tender was ori- 
ginally stipulated as 31 .12.1985. Several requests have 
been received from prospective bidders to defer the 
closing date. 

in deference to the wishes of the prospective bidders 
Aqaba Railway Corporation has since decided to ext- 
end the closing date beyond 31.12.1985. The not- 
ification about the revised closing date will follow. 
Prospective bidders are advised to withhold sub- 
mission of their tenders in the meanwhile. 

Mardi Qatamln 
Director General 
Aqaba Railway Corporation 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Embassy of the Philippines will be located at Jabai 
Amman, between the First and Second Circles, (bes- 
ides the American Ambassador’s Residence, effective 
15 December 1985). Its new telephone number Is 
645161. 


Soocrbeer was taken by hel- 
icopter (o' a hospital at Bre- 

ssanone, 35 Irikwnefres from Santa 
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Cinema 


m> 0 Ti 

.fyk* 




Tel: 625155 

STREET DANCE 

(Cofoui) 

ft#foritancar$a). fina.etpd. 


Cinema 

fL-HUSSEiN 

Tei: 622112 

PAPI PETKA SAWAL 
HAI 

(Colour) 

ja&iMa 


*a«e-Tl*i»wk 

Philadelphia 

Tel: 634144 - 634149 

JOY RIDE TO 
NOWHERE 

(Colour) 

Wormmr. IMS, 


would probably need three 
mon th s to recover from neck and 
shoulder injuries. ' ; 

In Val d’Isere, Austrian 
women’s team ooadi Georg Zor- J 
knitzer sax! tire otirer members of j 
the squad would be given a. free 1 
choke on whether to race dow- | 
nhili but added he thought they | 
would take part. 

“It had nothing to do with the 
track. It would have happened 
anywhere,” 1 he said. 

Canadian women’s team Cbach 
Currie Chapman, the race judge, 
agreed. “The course is not dan- 
gerous. If S really not that difficult 
There will be no changes for tom- 
orrow^be said. 


OFFICE FOR RENT 

Situated in Prince Moh'd Street, opposite Housing 
■Bank, roof of a building, two rooms furnished, wall to 
wall carpet and curtains, telex machine, telephone. 

Please contact tel: no. 642462 during all day 


|50 hurt in 
Bangladesh 
soccer 
violence 

DHAKA (R) — At least 50 peo- 
ple, some of them poHcemc n try- 
ing to restore order, were injured 
when rival fans attacked each 
other with stones and knives dur- 
ing a soccer match, police said Fri- 
day. 

The match between local Moh- 
ammedan Sporting Club and Isb-' 
pat was abandoned Thursday at 
Otegong- after police failed to 
stop toe fighting. The referee 
flea the field. 




Stab $otarf) Co.ltb. 


HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 
ARAB POTASH CO. 

DIKES RAISING TENDER No. (A.P.C-8) 

?4Tiie>Arab ^RdtesN^topaBnyirujites interededcivti con- 
tractors to tender for the-^above mentioned contract 
which includes the foilowing:- 

1- Raising of Salt pan dikes by 1,5m, total length of 23 
km. 

2- Raising the main brine canal of total length 4.5 km 
including raising the canal bridge by 1.5m. 

3- Installing of sheet piles tor an existing channel, 
estimated area of piles about 260 m a . 

4- Excavation works and construction of new dikes, for 
about 700m in length. 

The materials to be used for dikes raising, raising canal 
embankments and constructing new dikes, shall be 
gravel of various grades and earth fill material volume 
to be placed is approximately (1.06) million m 3 . 
Tender documents are available at Arab Potash Co. 
Offices in Shmeisani, Amman, Tel: (666165/6) at non- 
refundable payment of JD (50). 

Tender documents include prequalification form 
which shall be completed by the tenderer and del- 
ivered with the tender in >a separate package, inf- 
ormation provided in this form shall be evaluated to 
select qualified contractors whose tenders only will be 
considered. 

Tenders should be submitted not later than 12 noon of 
Jan. 25th 1986 at Arab Potash Company Offices in 
Shmeisani. . „ _ 

A.Y. Ensour 

Managing Director 


CHEN’S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
. Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque 
for lunch FRIDAY 
Tel: 818214 
Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 

12$0 noon - 3: JO pjn. 
6.-30 pjn. - Midnight 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle , Jabai Amman, 
rmarAhliyyah Girls School 

Take away Is available 

Open doily 12:00-3 :30p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 

3J. 638968 


Cinema 



■ Cinema. 

OPERA 

Tel: 675573 

spaing break 


(Colour) 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying ajjd selling rates for 
leading worid currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
die U»don foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


One sterling 1.4415/25 

One US. dollar 13893/98 

23145/55 
23320/35 
2.1015/30 
5135/40 
7.6925/75 
1714/1715 
20230/30 
73805/55 
7.6645/95 
9.1170/220 

One ounce of gold 31835/318.75 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollars 
West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — Share prices dosed mixed amid modest sel- 
ective interest, dealers said. At 1530 GMT the FTSE 100 index 
was 2.1 op 1380.6. 

Prices were initially marked down after the UJC government’s 
comment about die saze of possible tax cots in the next budget 
following the recent fall in sterling. Absence of any great selling 
pressure and selective demand left prices on the day, dea- 
lers added. 

Insurances finished higher, banks were steady, oils and gold 
shares were mixed while government bonds were about Vs point 
easier on balance. 

Prudential at 769, Royal Insurance at 761, General Accident 
711 and Guardian at 715 were all up lOp while 2p gains were 
noted in Lloyds Bank and Natwest- 

IC3 was lp off at 731 in mixed industrials where BeechamfeU 
lOp to 326. Glaxo, which has declined any comment, fell a further 
10p to 1305. On Thursday it fell 37p to 1,515 on rumours it may 
bid for a U.S. pharmaceutical company. 

Fisoas rose 7p to 448 after the U.S. government approval to 
market the aerosol version of its asthma drug intal but has since 
eased to close at 443. 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY, DEC. 14, IMS 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: A vary good day to get 
into the practical matters which require your personal 
attention and for which you have the spare time to do 
in an efficient and well-organized maimer. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. IB) The daytime is ideal for 
better organizing your Saturday routines, and tonight 
you can enjoy your best friends. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Get off to those new 
outlets that are interesting to you and gam greater pro- 
fits. Make the right contacts . early. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Concentrate on how to 
get your practical affairs on a more secure foundation. 
A clever person can give you good advice. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Be with part- 
ners and discuss the future yrise^y during the daytime, 
and in the evening find unusual ways to operate. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Study your tasks and get 
them behind yutrquickfr arid- efficiently, and- then- be 
with en unusual partner. ' Z'"J- ■ 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Be with persons whose 
interesting pleasure is similar to your own. Perfect some 
special gift that yon have. *. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Get busy at important 
matters at home and get much accompliahed. Get 
something done that can please the one you love. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Combine your efforts 
with allies and accomplish a good deal Take short im- 
portant trips. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Get practical af- 
fairs handled during the daytime and later be with a 
partner. T Jgtro to the advice of an expert. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) You can try all that 
practical au glm g during toe day and make headway. Get 
your property improved. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Being practical is 
wise today and yon make progress. Buy a thoughtful 
gift for your mate. 

• PISCES (Feh. 20 to Mar. 20) A good day to be with 
friends at the amusements mutually enjoyed. Do 
something unusual for your mate tonight. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ~ he or she will 
be very good at bumness and in money matters, so be 
sure to give as fine an education as possible, inc lu di ng 
courses in psychology and philosophy. Spiritual train- 
ing early in life is important. One who will like garden- 
ing. Sports should not be neglected. 


THE Daily Crossword *EMn.G*» v . 


ACROSS 
1 Awareot 
5 Qtoomy 
9 Hone opera 
USMttwU 
15 — raajwte 
IS PtQMiqiM 

17 Dogto 

18 Famed 
pubBahar 

19 Oiles 

20 Satin of 


22 Rw po cte Mo 

23 Powmoney 

24 Hoaxes 

25 Coattfon 

28 With jumm, 
baaeutt 

29 Sorting ont 
31 Ptmganey 
35 Hackneyed 

38 Yoko- 
37 Battery 

tannkiat 

39 and Lovers’* 

29 Charmed 

41 Faction 

42 Bl acka m U h a ®. 
sttbnea 

43 Ooonefis 7 

47 Short Jacket 8 

49 »-,0M*0U” 9 

49 CSethee 18 

hofdan H 

S3 WMcmTa , 12 

84 PaW of music 13 

88 Egnu . " 21 

.58 Coeorcf— 22 

57 Wool* 24 

- quantity 25 

. 58 Adhesive 26 




Yrtarfey’t Puzzle Solved: 


<9 Epaom — 

60 Pennfis 
ft Dock 

: . DOWN 

m wwa j. -i-* 

i MRmtVV 

2 Shlpabape 
- 3 Anatomical 


4 Raima and 


Pause* 

Pr.itwr 

Hpdoalh 

Statute 

Ituchlodo 

Dlb8eal 

preposition 

Laurel or Getz 

Depend 

Ericwnbera 
Certain spring 
plantings 
Catnap 
Caach fleer . 
Butty Aba 
Amsketssr 
Appw»w 


nmm nrannra oficici 
nciiin flHnnira naan 
nnciHHnnariici nanri 
□naaan nauaunsnin 

naaa 

npiPiPin ratin annaa 
nnnini mmniiri nan 
nnaa □tinma fnna 
aaa nacmara naan 
nanaa nrjii raraaiin 
□nan aaam 
nanannaa nnanno 
num aanraannnaa 
aar*iH fifiarja naan 
aaga aaaaa faann 


5 Radiant 

6 Sam up 


Gawks. 
Bubbfy drink* 


44 — Oay 

45 Stairway 
pear 

48 kDOt 

47 Wheat Jaaaaa 


.49 Engagemant 
SO Tart 
81 Waflow 
52 Ragout 
54 Buddy 


British minister rules out 
cooperation with OPEC 


LONDON (R) — British Cha- 
ncellor of the Exchequer I 


Mhuster) Nigel Lawson 
ruled out cooperation with OPEC 
on maintaining the world price of 
oiL 

hi a speech to parliament, Mr. 
Iawson said Britain bad the freest 
ofl market in the world, in which 
oil cn i rtpa n iftt and not the gov- 
ernment decided on production 
levels. 

He said British oil production 
from the North Sea was at its peak 
and from now on was likely to be 
on a “gradually 

“Rnf rtx» fart rmumK that thw* 

is no way in which the UJKL (Uni- 
ted Kingdom) will become a cou- 
ntry member of OPEC”" 

Mr. Lawson was making his first- 
statement to parliament since the 
13-member Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) decided in Geneva at the 
weekend to defend its share of the 
wodd ofl market 

The outcome of the Geneva 
meeting sent prices on the spot oil 


'U UAW4J UW UK piUDpC 

dedining path.” large drop 
remains mat there Howeve 


marke t tumbling sad weakened 
sterling against the dollar, the cur- 
rency in which woridofl prices arc 
fixed. 

The chancellor acknowledged 
feat a loss in oil revenues could 
affect his plans to award pre- 
election tax cuts in his annual bud- 
get next March. 

**Tax revenues in 1986-87 wfll 
be correspondingly lower and the 
scope for tax reductions in next 
year’s budget correspondingly 
diminished,” he said in relation to 
the prospect of an unexpectedly 
P zu the price of ofl. 

r er, Mr. Lawson said that 

short of a collapse of the world oil 
price there was no threat to the 
British economy. 

“Even now, at its peak, ofl acc- 
ounts for osfly six per cent of GDP 
(Gross Domestic Product), and 
we are a substantia] ofl consumer 
as well as substantial producer,” 
he s a *d 

“What we stand to lose on the 
swings, we stand to gain on the 
roundabouts" he added. - 


U.S. balanced budget legislation 
may have quick impact, officials say 

‘ Deficit reduction is now the law’ 


WASHINGTON (R) — A new law requiring the 
gradual eliminatio n of huge budget deficits could 
hare an immediate, pronounced impact on U.S. 
government spending for both defence and domestic 
programmes, officials say. 


Nigeria rejects large 
credit facility from IMF 



LAGOS (R) — Nigeria, beset by 
economic difficul ties and large 
foreign debts, announced Thu- 
rsday it had decided not to take a 
large loan from the I nternatio nal 
Monetary Fund (IMF) which has 
been under discussion for two 
years. 

President Ibrahim Babangida 
said m a natio nwide br oadcast that 
negotiations for die $23 billion 
loan, started in 1983, would be 
termkiated. He said Nigerians bad 
overwhelmingly rejected the idea. 

President Babangida threw the 
IMF issue open to public debate 
shortly after taking power in a 
coup three months ago, since 
when there has been a flood of 
newspaper articles in which ord- 
inary citizens as well as business 
leaders were invited to par- 
ticipate. 

Nigeria’s economy has suffered 
badly in recent years from the fal- 
ling price of ofl, virtually the cou- 
ntry^ only expon. 

It is also saddled with foreign 

debts of$20 billion. Bankers say it 

has found difficulty in obtaining 
further credit from banks because 
of faflure to reach agreement with 
the IMF, which would in effect 
give the country a dean bill of 


ftfiftnninir- health. 

1 President Babangida said 
Thursday the public’s verdict was 
that Nigeria should tackle its eco- 
nomic problems without the V>»i- 
1 This is clearly the will of our peo- 
ple.^ the path of honour lies in 
dkmntinnmp the negotiations 
with the IMF,” he said. 

Banner President Shehu Sha- 
gari applied for the loan in April 
1983. He was overthrown in a 
coup by General Mohammad 
Bohan at the end of that year. 

Under Buhari, negotiations 
were deadlocked over three key 
conditions set by the fond —dev- 
aluation of the naira, removal of 
domestic subsidies on fuel and 
trade liberalisation. 

President Babangida toppled 
Buhari in August. 

He said Thursday night the gov- 
ernment had decided to face the 
challenge of restructuring the 
economy through the people's 
determination to main* sacrifices 
and at its own pace. 

• Since takin g power. President 
Babangida has declared a 15 
months state of economic eme- 
rgency, cut wages and promised 
tough measures in the 1986 bud- 
get due to be announced on Jan. 1. 


G.E. to keep RCA name 

NEW YORK (R) - RCA, a pio- 


neer in the development of radio 
and television, will be allowed to 
keep its name despite bring taken 
over try General Electric, (GJE.) 
Chairman Jade Welch said Thu- 
rsday. 

“You hate to lose the RCA 
name on consumer products,” he 
told a news conference the day 
after the two companies agreed to 
a $6.28 billion friendly merger, 
the biggest non-oil corporate 
wedding in history. 

Both companies sell television 
sets and video cassette recorders 
but RCA has a leading position in 
the business, while GJ3. is a dis- 
tant third behind second-placed 
Zenith. 

GJE. said that it will acquire 


RGA’s stock for $66.50 a share. 
The combined company is exp- 
ected to become the seventh lar- 
gest corporation in the United Sta- 
tes. 

GE., whose advertising slogan 
is “we bring good things to life,” 
manufactures light bulbs and all 
forms of major borne appliances, 
as well as heavy transportation 
and construction equipment. 
RCA makes a range of electronic 
appliances as well as running its 
very success fu l NBC television 
subsidiary. 

Mr. Welch said he does not for- 
esee any antitrust problems des- 
pite both companies’ significant 
involvement in defence and con- 
sumer electronics. 

i 


President Reagan ended 
months of uncertainty Thursday 
by signing the landmark 
Gramm-Rndman balanced bud- 
get legislation. 

Deficit redaction is no longer 
our hope and our goal — 
it reduction is now the law,” 
he said in a statement announcing 
his action. 

The legislation results from a 
groundswell of opinion oo Capitol 
H31 that the huge deficits of recent 
years are dangerous for the eco- 
nomy, even though Congress and 
the administration have so far 
been unable to agree on the hard 
decisions necessary to scale them 
down. 

The new law requires annual 
reductions of $36 billion in the 
federal deficit from the present 
$200 billion until red ink is eli- 
minated entirely in 1991. 

If Congress exceeds fixed bud-, 
get ceilings specified by die mea- 
sures, spending aits in defence 
and domestic accounts excluding 
soda! security pensions and a 
small number of other pro- 
grammes, become automatic. 

Up to $11.5 billioD is expected 
to have to be trimmed from the 
budget for the current 1986 fin- 
ancial year, which started on Oct 
1, to tong this year’s budget into 
compliance. 

Half of the prospective cut 
would come in defence spending 
and would be likely to reduce the 
military budget to below last 
year’s level, officials say. 

The Pentagon opposed the def- 
icit plan, saying the cuts would 
send “a message of comfort” to 
the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Reagan insists there wfll be 
no slowdown in his military 
build-up. He has also said tax inc- 
reases, which some congressmen 
believe are the only way to pre- 
vent cancellation of many popular 
social programmes, are “not an 
option.” 

Deficit reduction must mean 
spending reductions,” be said. 

If the president maintains his 
position, many .members of Con- 


gress say he is almost certain to 
provoke latter battles between the 
White House and Capitol Hill. 

When the Congress was deb- 
ating the new law, cosponsored by 
Republican Senators Phil Gramm 
of Texas, Warren Rudman of New 
Hampshire and Democrat Ernest 
Hoi lings of South Carolina, some' 
lawmakers said its effect would be 
so drastic that 30 to 50 gov- 
ernment programmes could be 
wiped out next year alone. 


ishes 


Tax reform 
in 


Meanwhile, President Reagan's 
hopes for a reform of the U.S. inc- 
ome tax system languished in the 
House of Representatives Thu- 
rsday after his top aides failed to 
muster enough support from lea- 
ders of his own Republican Party. . 

Mr. Reagan suffered one of his 
worst congressional setbacks on 
Wednesday when only a handful 
of Republicans sided with him to 
bring about a vote in the House on 
the tax reform bill. 

Mr. Richard Gephardt, a Mis- 
souri Democrat and important 
supporter of the tax reform plan, 
told reporters: “It is not dead yet. 
but the patient is on the table and 
dying” 

House Speaker Tboraa O’Neill 
refused to give Mr. Reagan’s tax 
reform plan another chance in the 
House until he could promise at 
least 50 to 75 Republican votes. 

Mr. O’Neill, a Massachusetts 
Democrat, and other democratic 
leaders said support was eroding 
in their party as well. 

“He wfll help the president 
avoid another shellacking by not 
bringing the bill to the floor" Mr. 
O' NeiTs. Spokesman Chris Mat- 
thews toid reporters. 

White House chief of staff,- Mr. 
Donald Regan, and Treasury Sec- 
retary Jim Baker earlier met Rep- 
ublican leaders in an attempt to 
round up more than the 14 Rep- 
ublican votes Mr. Reagan won on 
Wednesday. 

At Midday Mr. Baker and Mr. 


Regan told reporters they had 
made progress in a closed-door 
meeting with House Republican 
leaders, but by evening the White 
House' had still not sent word to 
Mr. O'Neill that they had reached 
their goal. 

“I’ve been encouraged that 
some progress has been made. 
We’re still working to get votes- 
We’re not there yet,” Mr. Regan 
said. 

Republican leaders argued they 
could not support a bill that Mr. 
Reagan acknowledged be could 
not sign into law. 

The House will not be in session 
Friday and cannot consider the tax 
bill until Monday at the earliest. 
The delay was expected to con- 
tribute to an erosion of Dem- 
ocratic support. 

The procedural move failed on 
Wednesday by 202 to 223, with 
1 88 Democrats voting in favour of 
considering the bill. 

Mr. Reagan wants Republicans 
to get the tax reform back on track 
before Congress adjourns for the 
year next week. 

Under congressional rules, all 
tax legislation must clear the 
House before it can be considered 
in the Senate but congressional 
sources said many Republicans 
had little faith that the Senate 
would improve the bill. 

The bill, as written by the 
Democratic-con trolled House 
Ways and Means Committee, 
would reduce individual taxes by 
about $140 billion over five years. 
Mr. Reagan supported the tax cut, 
but did not agree with all of the 
higher taxes that would be placed 
on business. 

Committee approves exchange 
rate bill 

On exchange rates fluctuations, 
the House Banking Committee 
Thursday approved a bill that 
would establish a U.S. strategic 
currency reserve to be used to sta- 
bilise the value of the dollar and 
offset speculative currency mov- 
ements. 

The reserve would be est- 
ablished wi thin the current U.S. 
Exchange Stabilisation Fund. 

Energy Secretary John Her- 
rington had recommended ending 
the funding. 

House and Senate negotiators 
are trying to reconcile legislation 


passed by the House which denies 
all foods for Synthetic Fuels Corp, 
with a Senate bill which provides 
$3 .6 billion for private research on 
Synthetic fuels. 

The officials said White House 
Budget Director James Miller had 
told House Appropriations 
Co mmitte e Oiairmnn J amie Whi- 
tten that Mr. Reagan opposed a 
provision in the House bfll riving 
the Energy Department $500 mil- 
lion for research. 

The Synthetic Fuels Corp was 
set up by Mr. Reagan's pre- 
decessor, Mr. Jimmy Carter, dur- 
ing the oil crisis of 1979. 

The cost of synthetic fuels is 
now seen as too faugh in the light of 
dropping ofl prices and increased 
energy conservation by con- 
sumers. 

The Treasury Department in 
consultation with the Federal 
Reserve Board would use the res- 
erve to buy and sell foreign cur- 
rencies to offset speculative mov- 
ements of the dollar and make it 
more competitive with other cur- 
.rencies. 

Committee members said the 
high value of the dollar was a 
major factor in the huge U.S. 
trade deficit. 

The bill, approved by voice 
vote, directs the president to ini- 
tiate international negotiations on 
exchange rate reform. The bill 
goes to the full House of Rep- 
resentatives next year. 

Federal Reserve (Central 
Bank) Chairman Paul Volcker, in 
a letter earlier this week, said he 
was generally sympathetic to the 
goals of the bfll but thought it 
would be difficult to determine 
what the level of competitive exc- 
hange rates was. 

Reagan recommends ending 
funds for synthetic fuel 
research 

On energy issues. President 
Reagan Thursday recommended 
cutting off federal funds for dev- 
elopment of synthetic fuels, a pro- 
gramme begun in 1979 to find 
ways to ease US. reliance on Arab 
oil, officials said. 

Administration spokesmen told 
the Congress that Mr. Reagan 
would not support any new funds 
for the government's Synthetic 
Fuels Corp or any other synthetic 
fuels research. Energy Dep- 
artment officials said. 


European Parliament triggers budget row 


STRASSBOURG, France (R) — 
The European Community (EC) 
was Friday embroiled in a fresh 
controversy after the European 
Parliament defied ministers and 
adopted a budget for 1986 bigger 
than the one proposed by member 
states. 

The Strassbourg assembly, fle- 
xing its muscles after consistent 
refusals to grant it more power, 
overwhelmingly voted for higher 
spending despite threats by some 
member states to take legal action 
against it. 

The 1 0-nation Community, due 
to be joined by Spain and Portugal 


in January, now has a budgetary 
crisis for the third consecutive 
year at a time when it is trying to 
leave behind the financial squ- 
abbling which has plagued it in 
recent years. 

The parliamentarians decided 
by 230 votes to 39, with 20 abs- 
tentions, to inject a further 569 
millio n European Currency Units 
(ECUs) ($482 million) into the 
budget for the coming year. 

Ministers had fixed a spending 
ceiling of 32.7 billion ECUs 
($27 .8 billion) but were prepared 
to increase this by 242 million 
ECUs ($206 million) to head off 


an'instrtutiona] row. This was rej- 
ected by the assembly's budget 
committee. 

In frantic last-minute cam- 
paigning. British Conservatives 
and French Liberals urged acc- 
eptance of the ministers’ offer. 

But a grouping of French Gau- - 
I lists, Italian Communists, West 
German Socialists and Env- 
ironmentalists argued that the 
proposals would not cover the cost 
of Spain and Portugal’s entry or 
commitments on regional and soc- 
ial spending. 

Parliament had been warned in 


advance by Luxembourg Finance 
Minister Jean-Oaude Juncker 
that its amended budget would be 
technically illegal. 

Parliament President Pierre Pfl- 
imlin now faces a tough decision, 
parliamentary sources said. The 
budget process wfll not be off- 
icially completed until he signs the 
final documenL 

The Brussels -based executive 
commission, responsible for 
Community spending, has ind- 
icated it will start the new year on 
the basis of the parliament's bud- 
get if Mr. P flimlin signs it. 


Peanuts 


ARE YOU 6CHN6 TO 
HAVE A 016 
THANK56IV1N6 PINNER. 
CHARUE BROWN 7 


I SUPPOSE SO.. BIO 
WNNER5 PON'T REALLY 
INTEREST ME.. 

" T, 


IVE NEVER THOUGHT) 
THAT MUCH ABOUT, 
^EATIN6- 



YOU P0 WHEN YOUR 
PISH IS EMPTY ! 


Mutt fi n’ Jeff 



THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 





Tour aptitude test says you shoufd be 
transferred, but I already have 
a doorstop!" 


Andy Capp 
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I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
!• by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


VYNER 


■■MB 

_u 






1 RALUR 



□ 

MH 


DIMPOU 


mwmm 

_U 



NABYRD 


orra 



WHAT THE 
COUNTERFEITER 
WANTEP. 

Now arrange the circled letters io 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


mi xr mi 


-Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

JunbtoK MURKY BARON EXHORT RADIUS 
Answer What a bridge player has to team how to 
do— TA£E IT ON THE SHIN 
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''NATO hails East- West dialogue 

Western alliance stresses commitment to arms control 


'BRUSSELS (R) — NATO foreign ministers 
Friday hailed a new East- West dialogue and 
stressed their co mmitmen t to progress in 
arms control. 


In a communique approved at 
Fridays final session of a two-day 
meeting, the nrinfeterc said: “Enc- 
ouraging developments have 
taken place in East- West relations 
sincce our meeting in Lisbon in 
June.’ r 


apri ronvgntjrcrpd ffmtf yymBuwd a 
major allied concern, but the doc- 
ument^ tone was generally con- 
dliatoiy. 

The ministers endoisied the idea 
of an interim agreement on 
medium-range nuclear missiles in 


wide differences remained in the 
two sides' ; arm$ negotiating pos- 
itions. 

West German Foreign Minister 
Hans-Dietrich Genscher, voicing 
a widely-held European view, said 
it would rot be enough frc the two- 
leaders to end tiieir next summit 
merely saying for a second time 
that the atmosphere was good. 

'There has to be more^'he 
said. 


observance of it 
The NATO ministers stressed 
that East-West relations should 
not be confined to arms control 
and should indude improved ties 
with smaller East European sta- 
tes, trade, human contacts and a 
dialogue on regional disputes. 
Several European ministers 


They welcomed in particular Europe, separated fro m the sup- 
eU«S.-Soviet summit m Geneva erpower talks on strategic and 

is, and endorsed the 


theU 

last month and said it marked “an 
important step m our efforts to 
develop a realistic mid con- 
structive dialogue with the cha- 
ntries of the East.” 

“We hope that this will lead to 
improved relations, more ext- 
ensive contacts, including regular 
high level meetings, and broad 
cooperation on the fall range of 
East- West questions " the text, 
obtained by Reuters, said. 

The communique contained no 
endorsement of President Ronald 
Reagan’s Strategic Defence Ini- 
tiative (SDI) space weapons pro- 
gramme. It noted that the various 
U.S.-Soviet arms talks in Geneva 
were aimed at preventing an arms 
race in space. 

Instead, the ministers said: “ We 
strongly su pp o rt U.S. efforts in all 
three areas of ns^ptiation" 

The communique said the con- 
tinuing buildup of Soviet nuclear 


goal of a 50-per-cent cut in U.S. 
and Soviet nuclear arms, app- 
ropriately applied. 

At the meeting, several West 
European nrinisteis told U.S. Sec- 


British Foreign Secretary Sir 
Geoffrey Hiowe came closest to 
spelling out allied hopes for an 
arms control solution to the cen- 
tral U^.-Soviet dispute over Pre- 
sident Reagan's “Star Wars” 
space defence programme, off- 
icials « H»d_ 


welcomed the fact that Mr. Shultz 
was travelling after this meeting to 
R omania, Hungar y and Yug- 
oslavia next week. 

The NATO ministers issued a 
declaration of political intent to 
enhance armament cooperation 
Thursday, stressing the need to 
eliminate wasteful duplication in 


-Western public 
expect first concrete 


would 
results in 
arms control from the next U.S.- 
Soviet summit, expected in June. 

Italian Foreign Minister Giulio 
Andreotti pave his view on the 
subject Friday morning, telling 
reporters: “Many of us said that 
what is important now isthat the 
next summit should not only con- 
firm the positive climate but also 
achieve some concrete result ] 
ving that the method is , 

Mr, Shultz warned nrinistere 


not be amprovUowed to 
run out of control. He noted that 


- He said there would have to be 
guarantees of greater pre- 
dictability in the development of 
anti-missile defences if Moscow 
was to agree'- to deep cuts in its 
strategic offensve arsenal. 

Sir Groffrey suggested the sup- 
erpowers should clarify and str- 
engthen the provisions of the 1972 
Anti-Ballistic Missile (ABM) tre- 
aty, which severely limited the 
development and testing of such 
defensive systems. 

Washington and Moscow have 
accused each other of violating the 
treaty and there has been a fierce 
d ebate within the Reagan adm- 
inistration on what the treaty all- 
ows and whether to loosen US. 


Mr. Shultz warned them there 
would be enormous pressure from 
Congress for spending cuts under 
new legislation to balance the U.S. 
budget by 1991 but noted growing 
congressional support for joint 
arms projects with NATO allies. 

Alliance defence programmes 
would have to be seen to be eff- 
icient in order to escape the spe- 
nding axe. he said. 

A senior NATO official con- 
ceded that the arms cooperation 
statement contained do truly spe- 
cific measures. 

However, NATO is to study 
common funding of research and 
development for new weapons 
and ways of improving tong-term 
armaments planning to enable 
member states to work together. 


Pravda: SDI will cause 
collapse In arms accords 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 1 The 
Soviet daily Pravda says U.S. 
for a space-based nrissite. 
ce, if implemented, will 
cause existing arms control acc- 
ords to collapse and send the sup- 
erpower nuitary balance into 
chaos. 

An editorial in Friday’s edition 
said the Soviet Union could if nec- 
essary produce a cheaper and 
more effective version of Pre- 
sident Reagan’s Strategic Defence 
Initiative (SDI), popularly known 
as “Star Wars” 

The Communist Party daily said 
SDI would make nuclear weapons 
more dangerous by providing 
them with a defensive shield in 
space. 

“As a result, existing treaty 
mechanisms curbing the arms 
race, primarily foe ABM (anti- 
balHstic missile) .treaty^ wfjl col- 
lapse arid the presept-dky str- 
ategic balance will therefore be 
reduced to strategic chaos” Pra- 
vda said. 

It said SDI would make the 
arms race uncontrollable. “Mis- 
trust among countries will grow 
and their security will dimmish 
accordingly it said. 

Since Mr. Reagan’s summit 
with Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev last month in Geneva, the 
Soviet media have cited “Star 
Wars” as the single biggest obs- 
tacle to a UJS .-Soviet arms agr- 
eement Soviet officials say SDI 
would violate the 1972 ABM tre- 
aty'. ' • 

Britain and the United States 
have signed a formal < ^jaad- 
erstanding on British participation 
in the project and West German 
officials have said the document 
could ease paxtkdpation by Ger- 
man companies. 


Pravda said hopes were exp- 
ressed in the two nations “that 
after the Geneva summit meeting 
an impetus wfll be given to the 
talks on nuclear and space arms,' 
and asserted that taking part in 
Ster Wars contradicts these 


“These are sober and rea- 
sonable assess men t s . But they also 
bind,” the paper said. “They triad 
those making them at least not to. 
take any action that could create 
impediments to the talks... and not 
to water down the existing con- 
straints on the arms race. 


' “But here the words of die West 
German and British government 
are dearly at odds with their 
deeds ” it said. 

Meanwhile Soviet leader Mik- 
hail Gorbachev said Thursday the 
Soviet Union had completed dis- 
□“ntii^gpj^allatipns for new 
SS-2& males. deptoyedJa- res- 
ponse to NATO cruise and Per- 
shing missiles in Western Europe, 
TASS news agency reported. 

It said Mr. Gorbachev told 
Louis Mermaz, visiting head of the 
French National Assembly, of the 
move and he added that “hopes 
for a possible change for the better 
in international relations are pic- 
king up” as a result of his meeting 
last month with President Reagan. 

“A mechanism which appeared 
so well in the 1970s, East-West 
dialogue, is again being set in mot- 
ion,” he said according to TASS. 

Mr. Gorbachev said during a 
visit to Francelast October that 
new SS-2Qs had been withdrawn 
from service' and that their fixed 
installations would be dismantled 
within two months. 

He said ^hen that the Soviet 
Union still had 243 SS-20 missiles 
in the European zone. 


Soviet casualties reported in 
Kampuchean rebel attacks 


BANGKOK (R) —Kampuchean 
guerrillas said Friday they killed a 
Soviet advisor and 174 Vie- 
tnamese soldiers in western Sicm 
Reap town in their biggest attack 
of the year. 

A Khmer Rouge radio bro- 
adcast monitored in Bangkok said 
a Vietnamese brigadier and two 
regimental commanders were also 
killed iq the attacks last Sunday 
and Monday. 

Two Soviet advisors and 78 Vie- 
tnamese soldiers were wounded 


and >lnt C 

tonnes of m nwn qitin n and med- 
ical supplies were destroyed, it 
add ed . 

_ The report could not be con- 
finned independently. 

The Chinese-backed insurgents 
said the attacks were carried out 
Vietnam’s 479fo Front 
juarters in the former Stem 
college. 

Vietnamese reinforcements 
were attacked at nearby Kok 
Chan village on Tuesday. 
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you bold: 
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What ia your opening bid? 



Rebel land mine injures 
soldier in South Africa 


JOHANNESBURG, South Afr- 
ica (AP) — A land mine believed 
set by anti-apartheid guerrillas 
damaged an armoured troop 1 car- 
rier on a lonely form road near 
where insurgents planted a batch 
of min es two weeks ago, the army 
said. 

The blast Thursday wounded 
one soldier aboard the troop- tra- 
nsporter that was involved m try- 
ing to sweep the rural region free 
of Times that killed two people in 
late November. 

Meanwhile, newspapers said 
the bullet-riddled bodies of three 
black men were found Thursday in 
black townships around Kru- 
gersdoip, where a week-old black 
consumer boycott of white shops 
has crippled business. 

A boycott committee member 
said the reasons for the kilfing t 
were not known; but they seemed 
related to tile “tense mid 46ISADS 
situation in the townships — bro- 
ught about fay the boycott.”' 

Police headquarters spokesmen 
were unavailable for comment at 
mid-day. 

The Johannesburg Star also 
reported it had confirmed the det- 
ention of Jabu Ngwenya, head of 
the Soweto Consumer Boycott 
Committee, on Thursday. 

The “Black Christmas” boy- 
cott has slashed business around 


gress (ANC), the main guerrilla 
force fighting to destroy apa- 
rtheid, said it planted those mines 
which killed two people in four 
detonations. The army located 
and defused another three mines. 

Allof the mines were planted in 
for northern South Africa, dose to 
foe border with Zimbabwe. For- 
eign Minister RF. Botha fired 
tensions in the region when be 
blamed Zimbabwe for harbouring 
ANC guerrillas and said South 
African forces would cross Zim- 
babwe’s frontier to chase down 


test foe state of emergency and the 
use of troops in the townships. 
The American National Con- 


umbabwe took this as a threat 
that South Africa planned an inv- 
asion of its northern neighbour. 

Authorities said the latest mine 
did not appear to have been newly 
planted. They said they believed it 
was among the mines left by the 
ANC in late November because 
there weife B0 fiesh tracks leading 
aw a y from where fectroop carrier 
blew up. 

The mines have represented an 
escalation by the ANC at a time 
when South Africa is deploying its 
over-taxed police and its army in 
black townships to try to end the 
15 months of protests that have 
killed nearly 900 people. 

Guerrillas of the ANC had 
never before used land mines, 
choosing instead to set off car 
bombs in the cities, leave magnet 
(limpet) mines in government off- 
ices and mount occasional com- 
mando 


Marcos, 
opposition 
confident 
of victory 
in elections 


MANILA, Philippines (AP) — 
President Ferdinand Marcos and 
his opponent Corazon Aquino, 
have begun foe Hrifippme pre- 
sidential campaign saymg they are 
confident of victory. But doubt 
remained Friday whether the ele- 
ction would be held. 

Solicitor General Estdito Men- 
doza filed Thursday a petition ask- 
ing the supreme court to dismiss 
11 complaints trying to stop foe 
special Feb. 7 presidential election 
called by Mr. Marcos to prove he 
still has public support. 

The court has scheduled a hea- 
ring on all the petitions next Tue- 
sday. Mr. Marcos opponents have 
said they believe Mr. Marcos may 
influence the 13-member court to 
stop the election if he believes he 
cannot win. 

Mr. Mendoza said, in his pet- 
ition, the so-called “snap ele- 
ction” is justified because of an 
“anticipated vacancy”' in the pre- 
sidency. Mr. Marcos has ann- 
ounced he will vacate foe pre- 
sidency when the election winner, 
which he expects to be himself, is 
sworn in. 

The petitions against the ele- 
ction were filed mostly by Mr. 
Marcos opponents, who say they 
want the election but also believe 
it is unconstitutional. 

Mr. Marcos told supporters 
Thursday,- after selecting mav- 
erick assemblyman Arturo Tol- 
entino as his running mate, that 
none of about 100 suryeys that 
have been conducted shows the 
opposition winning. 

“I do not, of course, expect 
them to win in the coming ele- 
ction,” die president said. 

The Philippine News Agency 
reported that since formation of 
the Marcos-Tolentino ticket on 
Tuesday, Mr. Marais has been 
meeting with leaders of his r uling 
New Society Movement (KBL) to 
end some disputes among them. 

■ Some newspaper columnists 
have said there was resentment 
among Marcos supporters at the 
selection of Tolentino, wfoo has 
been openly critical of the pre- 
sident, while they have been loyal. 

Mrs. Aquino and former Sen- 
ator Salvador Laurel, who gave up 
his own presidential candidacy to 
become die opposition vice pre- 
sidential bet, opened their cam- 
paign in Batangas province south 
of Manila. 

“I see victory.” "said Mrs. Aqu- 
ino before setting out. 

She also said Mr. Marcos is still 
her 4 * No, suspect” in the 1983 ass- 
assination oi her husband, former 
Senator Benigno “Ninoy” Aqu- 
ino. 

“Why did I eater politics?’* she 
asked one gathering. “Because I 
want to continue die fight of 
Nmoy and I want to restore our 
rights and our freedoms.”' 

She said she seeks justice but 
not revenge “for all the victims of 
Marcos.”’ 


Bishops accuse Nicaragua of abuses 


MANAGUA (R) — Six Roman 
Catholic bishops from Central 
America accused Nicaragua’s 
g ov ernm ent of persecuting the 


int- 

and 


church and mistreating detainees. 

The bishops, including Nle- 
aragnan Cardinal Miguel Obando 
Y Bravo, issued a statement here 
charging the Sandinista gov- 
ernment with widespread det- 
entions of church workers. 

The statement criticised what it 
called i nhuman treatment of det- 
ainees and “Prolonged int- 
errogations using physical and 
moral pressure.”' 

The bishops, meeting at the 
Vatican, issued their statement 
after Pope John Paul said in a mes- 
sage to Nicaraguan Catholics last 
week that the Sandimstas had 


used “various forqis of 
fanidation”' against priests 
church members. 

Diplomatic sources sai^ the cri- 
ticisms were certain to strain alr- 
eady tense relations between the 
Gamolic Church hierarchy and the 
Sandimstas who seized power 
after a popular revolution in 1979. 

Hundreds of Nicaraguans have 
been detained briefly and que- 
stioned since President Daniel 
Ortega strengthened state of eme- 
rgency laws m October citing an 
increased threat from U.S.- 
backed rebels. 

ltoff- 
any church 


ra- 
a 
dir- 


A high- ranking 
irial said 


stioned about political rather 


religious activities. 

‘They are not told to 
ctising religion,” Victor 
member of the nine-man 
ectorate of foe ruling National 
Sandinista Liberation Front 
(FSLN), told a news conference. 

The Catholic Church hierarchy 
and the Sandinistas have been at 
odds over the government’s sup- 
port for the so-called “popular 
church” and Liberation Theology, 
which sees no contradiction bet- 
ween Christianity and Marxist 
revolution. 

Relations between government 
and church sank to a low point in 
1983 when Pope- John Paul was 
jeered by -Sandinista militants dur- 
ing a speech here. 


Guyana president sworn in after reelection 


GEORGETOWN (R) — Des- 
mond Hoyte was sworn in for a 
new five-year term as president of 
Guyana after his People’s Nat- 
ional Congress (PNC) was off- 
idally declared the winner of gen- 
eral elections last Monday. 

Guyana’s main opposition par- 
ties have accused the PNC of mas- 
sive fraud in the poll and have cal- 
led for a joint protest rally in Geo- 
rgetown. 

Mr. Hoyte, 56, became pre- 
sident last August on the death of 
Forbes Burnham, who led this 
former British colony to ind- 
ependence and ruled it wife an 


iron 


for 21 years, 
results Thursday gave' 
the Socialist PNC 78 per cent of 
die vote and 42 seats in the 53- 
member parliament, against 77 
pm cent and 41 seats at fee pre- 
vious election in 1980. 

The pro-Sov iet Pe ople’s. Pro- 
gressive Party (PPF) of former 
Prime Minister Cneddi Jagaa 
came second wife 15 percent and 


right-wing United Force 
won 3 j 4 per cent and retained its 
two seats in parliament while tike 


left-wing Working People’s All- 
iance (WPA), contesting its first 
election, gained 1 A per cent and 
one seat. 

Church leaders, trade unions 
and other civic groups have joined 
Guyana’s opposition parties in 
alleging massive fraud in general 
elections. 

Government leaders have str- 
denied irregularities in 
poll, which Mr. Hoyte 
described as “above board and 
regular.” 

But the Anglican and Roman 
Catholic bishops of Guyana Wed- 
nesday jolaedfour trade unions, a 
tinman rights group and the Guy- 
ana Bar Association in -exp- 
ressing "profound dis- 
jappointmeni” at fee way the de- 
letions were conducted. 

Despite hopes of a free and fan- 
poll, Guyana’s 800,000 people' 
had seen “foe familiar and sordid 
catalogue of disenfranchisement, 
nmlfe)le voting, ejection of polling 
agents, threats, intimidation, vio- 
lence and collusion by pofce and 
army personnel,”" they said in a 
joint statement 

Specific charges of fraud against 


the PNC, which has ruled this 
impoverished former British col- 
ony for 21 years, have been ste- 
pped up- 

Janet Jagan, the wife of P!PP 
leader Cheddi Jagaa, said that, 
according to official returns, their 
party had won only 24 votes in the 
Upper Demerera-Berbice region 
— the number of its election age- 
nts in fee area. 


The FFP also alleged that sol- 
diers moving a ballot box out of a 
polling station at bath in eastern 
Guyana fobbed a tear gas canister 
to disperse a crowd of 350 people 
before driving off wife the voting 
sl%». 


Alliance 
sklered fee 


(WPA), 
e third 


n 

iy con- 
force in Gqy- 


i^politics,faidithadewdenee 
10*000 ballots were discarded 


.after polling in the "bauxite mining 
town of Linden. 

The mam opposition- parties 

withdrew their representatives 
from the eleetkm monitoring pro- 
cess in protest at the government's 
alleged fraud shortly after fee 
pedis dosed on Monday. 


U.S. military crash 
shocks base community! 


FORT CAMPBELL, Kentucky 
(R) —The deaths of 250 soldiers 
of foe “Screaming Eagles” of the 
U.S. 101st Airborne Division in a 
{feme crash in Newfoundland has 
stunned the communities sur- 
rounding Fort Campbell where 
fee troops were based. 

“People are weeping in fee str- 
eets and mtte stores because even 
if the people didn’t know anyone 
on foe plane, they all knew fam- 
ilies at the fort,” said Maiy Dee of 
foe Kentucky New Era new- 
spaper. 

“The soldiers willbe missed and 
I love each of them dearly,” said 
Maj.-Gen. Buxton Patrick, com- 
mander of the 101st Airborne, 
which was involved in the D-Day 
landings in World War n and was 
foe last UJS. combat unit to leave 
Vietnam ten years ago. 

Flags flew at half-mast amid the 
Christmas decorations around the 
sprawling base near the 
Kentucky-Tennessee stateline 
after Thursday’s crash in Gander 
dial HUmI 247 men and three 
women of the 101st Airborne. 

It-was America’s worst military 
air disaster. 

The chartered DC-8 crashed on 
take-off on the last leg of a flight 
carrying them home for Christmas 
leave after six months of duty with 
the international peace-keeping 
force in the Sinai. The plane’s 
eight crew also died. 

In nearby Hopkinsville, Ken- 
tucky and Clarksville, Tennessee, 
whose civic lives are intertwined 
with Fort Campbell, news of the 
tragedy brought outpouring of 
sympathy. 

“The cohesion and com- 
radeship of our people is like still 
water — it mas deep,” 'Gen. Pat- 
rick said. 

The general vowed that the div- 
ision would continue its mission in 
the Middle East. 

“We will lick our wounds, help 
those families in grief, reconstitute 
our forces and continue the mis- 
sion,” he said. “Each of those sol- 
diers who lost their lives in New- 
foundland wouldn’t want it any 
other way.” 

Relatives of the crash victims 
had been due to greet their loved 
ones at a ceremony at the base.' 

But the trumpets remained sil- 
ent as officers who planned to ext- 
end commendations instead had 
to break foe news of the crash to 
'widows, and their children. 


Base Spokesman Maj. James 
Gleasberg said the families took 
fee news “as well as. can be exp- 
ected." Next-of-kin would be not- 
ified as quickly as possible and 
, - ?■_. 


expedited, he added. 

Worst disaster ever 


The deaths of 250 U.S. soldiers 
in foe crash of the chartered jet in 
Newfoundland was the worst mil- 
air disaster in U-S. history, a 
Department spokesman 

said. 


“I don’t know of anything that 
we can recall here of this mag- 
nitude involving military per- 
sonnel,” the spokesman, Robert 
Sims, told reporters. 

“Yes" he replied when asked if 

that iodnded wartime or pea- 
cetime. 

The Defence Department lau- 
nched an independent probe of 


the crash but said there was no 
indication that “hostile action” 
had downed the DC-8. White 
House Spokesman Larry Speakes 
also said there was no evidence of 
foul play. 

There were no survivo rs of the 
crash, which also killed fee plane's 
eight-man civilian crew. 

Mr. Sims said the worst 
military-related disaster which he 
could recall prior to Thursday was 
the crash of a U5. C-5 military 
aircraft: shortly after take-off from 
Saigon on April 4,1975. 

Most of the 155 persons killed 
in that crash were Vietnamese 
orphans befog evacuated from 
Saigon before it feQ to Gommmiist 
forces. Several U.S. military nur- 
ses also died, but more than half of 
die 330 persons aboard survived. 

Mr. Sims said: "We don’t know 
foe precise cause of today's crash 
but we are going to try to find out 
independently” of civil inv- 
estigations^ 

"Through official and other 
reports that we have received, we 
have nothing to indicate there was 
hostile action and nothing to ind- 
icate there was any exqdoaon bef- 
ore the crash,” be said. 

He said checks were being marie 
in Cologne, West Germany, 
where fee airliner made one ref- 
uelling stop en route to Gander 
from Caho, to see who might have 
had access to the aircraft and whe- 
ther any additional passengers had 
boarded! 


Two million reportedly 
threatened by Delhi plant 


NEW DELHI (R) — A Delhi 
chemical plant where a gas leak 


lolled one person and injured 
about 350'others 


last week poses a 
threat to about two million people 
in the Indian capital, experts said 
Friday. 

Storage, maintenance and saf- 
ety measures at the privately- 
owned Shriram Foods and Fer- 
tiliser Industries {riant were totally 
unsafe, a committee of three env- 
ironmental experts appointed by 
India's supreme court said in its 
report. 

The report said vent scrubbers 
which could neutralise leaks of 
chlorine gas operated far below 
the capacity of the two 20 and 25 
tonne tanks at the factory , situated 
in densely populated north Delhi. 

The 37-year-old tanks were not 
monitoreafoT moisture to prevent 
corrosion caused by wet chlorine, 
it said. 

It said that imHw current mai- 
ntenance conditions a fresh leak 


could occur, affecting about two 
millioa people in a lO-kflometre 
radius around foe factory. 

Thb experts said it was noit pos- 
sible to eliminate all risks in che- 
mical plants and recommended 
thatjfae factory should be moved 
in fee interests of safety. 

The Dec. 4 leak was caused by 
oleum pouring from a ruptured 
tank. The oleum, used to make 
sulphuric arid, turned to white gas 
when worircrs sprayed water on it 
to contain the leak. 

The fames triggered mass panic 
a day after fee first aimiversaiy of 
the methyl isocyanate leak from a 
Union Carbide plant which killed 
2 ,500 people in the central Indian 
city of Bhopal. 

Labour Minister Tangaturi 
Anjaiah told parliament earlier 
this week that the government has 
launched a major review of ind- 
ustries using dangerous chemicals 
to prevent a repetition of the Bho- 
pal disaster. 


Anne Baxter dies at 62 


NEW YORK (R) — Oscar- 
winning actress Anne Baxter, who 
won rave reviews for her role as a 
scheming starlet in the film All 
About Eve, died in a hospital here 
after suffering a strobe last week. 
She was 62. 

Her three daughters were at her 
bedside when she died. 

Baxter, a granddaughter of the 
world-renowned American arc- 
hitect Frank Lloyd Wright, never 
regained consciousness after col- 
lapsing On a Manhat tan street 
eight days ago while on fee way to 
a hairdressing appointment. 

She won a Hollywood Oscar for 
Best S up p or ting Actress in 1946 
for her performance in an ada- 
ptation of Somerset Maugham'S 
The Razor’s Edge, playing a 
woman distraught at losing her 
chSd and husband in a motor acc- 
ident. 

Bather most famous role was as 
a seemingly innocent but in reality 


for films but said 
i talent to 


was too 
she was 
watch. 

Baxter eventually signed her 
first Hollywood contract in 1939 
wife 20th Century Fox and made 
her first film. Twenty Mule Team, 
in 1940. 


Later films included Charlie’s 
Aunt, The Magnificent Amb- 
ersons, Five Graves To Cairo, 
Guest In The House, The Out- 
casts Of POker Flat, and A Walk 
On The Wild Side. 

In 1956 Baxter played the bea- 
utiful Queen Nefertiri opposite 
Charlton Heston's Moses m Cedi 
B. De Male’s epic. The Ten 
Commandments. 


actress in foe 1950: 

Eve. 

It won foe Oscar for best picture 
and several others but Baxter lost 
the Best Actress a w ard to Judy 
Holliday. 

’ She was recently re-mtrodneed 
to U.S. audiences as hotel owner 
Victoria Coltin die television soap 
opera Hotel. 

She was boro on May7, 1923,in 
Michigan City, Indiana, but grew 
up in die New York City area. ' 

She made her debut on Bro- 
adway at age 13 in Seen But Not 
Heard. WMe still a teenager she 
was screen-tested by producer 
David Setznick, who decided she 


Baxter’s first marriage was in 
1946 to actor John Hodiak. They 
were divorced six yeas later. 

In 1959 she stunned the film 
txmrnnmity by abandoning her 
career to many Australian cattle 
rancher Randolph Galt and live 
wife him in die outback. - - 

But four years later she was 
back in Hollywood, tired of the 
loneliness and isolation of her fife 
in Australia. 

After her divorce from Galt in 
1969 she wrote an autobiography 
in which she saH her faftnre-to 
adapt to ranching was one of fee 
major disappomtmentfi of her fife. 

She desonbed the difficulties of 
learning about housework and 
outdoor chores after a life of hxx- 
ury. Her feme daughters Kat- 
eraoa, Melissa and Maginel were 
all bom in Australia. 

Her third husband was tte late 
David Klee, a banker,' 



Poisonliquor kills 
10 in Egypt 


CAIRO (R) —Pblice are seizing 
books of liquor they suspect s 
" people di 


adulterated after 10 people dieck _ 
tins week from drinlan gmaBr bra-' x 

ndy and other spirits made wife 
indostrial alcohol. Interior Mfa- 


soorces said Friday. They 
the nrinistiy had confiscated 
8,000 bottles from liquor stores fa 
poor residential areas of Cairo 
since Tuesday, when the first dea- 
ths were reported. At least 36 
people died m July from liquor 
poisoning. Police are questioning 
several people involved in running 
Cairo mstifleries which produced 
foe suspect liquor and pharmacies 
from which they acquired ind- 
astpal alcohol. 




Siamese twins 
separated in UAE 


2 sentenced to death 
for murder, adultery 


ABU DHABI (R) -Two Indians 
have been sentenced to death by 
Islamic; courts in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) for murder and 
adultery, A2 Khaleej newspaper 
r eported Friday. The paper said a 
Sharia (Mamie Law)couit in Sha- 
rjah Emirate sentenced une- 
mployed labourer Suleiman Abd- 
ulali Kutti to die for murdering a 
UAE national in a dispute over 
1,000 dirhams (S270). A court in 
A1 Ain, Abu Dhabi Emirate, sen- 
tenced to death an unidentified 
Indian after he admitted to adu- 
ltery wife a Sri Lankan woman. 
The woman was jailed for one 
year, the paper added. Dea- 
thc sentences in the UAE are usu- 
ally carried out by faring squad. 


Indian court rules 
against public 

hanging 


Top film star 
flees stone-throwing 
crowd 


Gang lifts 4 tonnes 
of coins in train 
robbery 






ABU DHABI (R) - The first 
operation in the Gulf to separate 
Siamese twins has been carried 
out successfully in the United! 
Arab Emirates, surgeons sakl Fri- 
day. Dr. Amin AI jawhari, who led 
the surgical team at Abu Dhabi's 
AI Mafraq Hospital, told Reuter.* 
foe boy twins, born on Oct 23 to 
Pales tinian parents, had been joi- 
ned at the chest and lower rib 
areas. He said fee operation inv- 
olved separating their fased livers. 


T 
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NEW DELHI (R) The supreme 
court ruled Friday that a mother 
and son convicted of bride- 
burning should not be publicly 
hanged in the first execu ti on s of 
their kind ordered in India since 
independence in 1947. “We 
would like to make itdear that the 
execution of a death sentence by 
public hanging would be a bar- 
baric practice dearly violative of 
(fundamental rights in) the con- 
stitution,” the beach headed by 
Chief Justice PH. Bhagwati said. 
Lichma Devi and Jagdxsh Khatflc 
were sentenced on Dec. 5 by the 
Rajasthan high court in Jaipur to 
be hanged in public in a park ora 
stadium as a 1 


Vf 


GAUHAH, India (R) — Crowds 
throwing stones chased away 
India's top film star AmitabhBac- 
chan, a member of Prime Munster 
Rajiv Gandhi's Congress (I) 
Party, during an election rally in 
Assam, police said. Bacchan, a 
member of the national ' par- 
liament and a dose confident of 
Mr. Gandhi, fkd in Us helicopter 
after a hafl of stones rained on fee 
podium where he was doe to 
About 3,000 people, mai- 
— g men, tried to storm fee 

«--- at Hajo, a temple town 

abbot 25 kilometres from Assam’s 
state capital of GauhatL Several 
stones hit Bacchan’s helic opter as 
it took off. At least 30 people were 
injured in the -stampede. Police 
anested 17 people for rioting. 


iv 


Marseilles (R) - Armed 

bandits have robbed a freight train 
of four tounes-of coins after hol- 
ding-ifo fee crew at gunpoint near 
a station between Marseilles and 
Toulon, police said The gang got 
away with 755,000 francs 
($98,000) m. five and two-franc 


* 


for tile Bank of France on an ove- 
mnight mafl tram from Paris.Police 
said the raiders had left do dues 
and bad^ vanished wife fees- haoL 
It. was fee fourth attack on s train 
in. the MaxseiOte region titi? year. 
Two were mmcoessfidbathi fee 
third a number ctf mail bags were 
stolen. - ' . • 




